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A picture Garth sent in of ‘County Fair’,  

a raffle prize in February that had no picture 

recorded on the internet. This rhodo is now 

planted along Garth’s driveway in Comox. 
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PRESIDENT’S NOTES, Maureen Denny 

 

I think May is my favourite month in the garden. With the recent rains (finally!) all the plants, 

trees, and shrubs are really taking off. For Gardeners there is a great sense of promise and 

excitement in the air. Also a few aching backs…. Oh, for a younger body. And a 

housekeeper/cook to take over indoor duties as we spend hour and hours outside. 

During this strange time of Covid-19 gardening is such a grounding and healthy occupation, and 

a chance to forget the woes of the world. For all of us who garden, it seems paradise is always 

close at hand. 

Sadly, Sunday April 26th has just passed. This would have been the day of our annual Plant Sale 

at the Komox Band Hall. Maybe if restrictions are lifted sometime this summer, we could have a 

scaled down version of this event. This could be like the Revenue Table we have at our Meetings 

each month, but on a larger scale. 

Perhaps other events could happen as well, such as having “Open Gardens” by our members, 

and instead of a June Picnic, an August or September picnic. 

We all must be patient and wait, to see how well we can “Flatten the Curve”. Meanwhile, please 

keep in touch with the club as best we can. There is a beautiful video created by Garth Wedemire 

on the NIRS website, under the heading ‘CVRG’, set to the music of John Lennon’s “Imagine”. 

On our Home page there is a link to MARS, or the Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society. 

Click on “Gallery of What’s Blooming”. Because the annual Mother’s Day Garden Tour (May 10th) 

is also cancelled, there will be a virtual Truss Show posted on our website for all to enjoy. 

Even if we cannot get together with our Rhodo Club friends in person, we can connect through 

this media, and we can all look forward together to when we can meet again. 

I hope everyone in the club is healthy and happy. 

Maureen 
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Annual General Meeting NIRS 

The AGM for this year was to be held at the home of Robert and Adrianne McNabb on May 12th. 

I thank Robert and Adrianne for this generous offer. However, due to the current restrictions in 

place, we are not able to meet in person. Therefore, reports typically given at the AGM by 

Executive and Committee Chairs and the election of officers have been put on hold. Legally we 

have until the end of December of this year to hold our Elections. Until we can hold an election, 

the current executive members will hold their present positions. The board will inform you when 

and how we will hold the election and review the year-end reports. 

There are three positions coming up for 

renewal this year at the end of June, all 

are for two-year terms. These are 

PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT and 

one DIRECTOR POSITION. It has been 

wonderful being the President of the 

NIRS, and I wholeheartedly thank all 

who worked with me for the last two 

years. Being involved in the club on an 

executive level is a lot of fun and has 

many benefits. Such as making new 

friends, perhaps learning something 

new, attending District Meetings and a 

host of other opportunities that come up 

during involvement with the club. Of 

course, there is work as well; but I have 

found there is always someone to lend a 

helping hand. Contact myself or Dave 

Godfrey if you wish to volunteer. 

Please consider getting involved! We 

always welcome new ideas and 

perspectives! 

Sincerely, 

Maureen 
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American Rhododendron Society 

Membership committee report - April 2020 

Twenty years ago, at the “turn of the century”, those of us in the tech industry were 

concerned about our Computer readiness for January 1, 2000. Would our networks crash 

making communications, product delivery, our computers inoperable? How would we 

recover quickly if we had a ‘crash’? People’s jobs, livelihoods and well being were at stake. 

We made it because for months we had run our computers forward beyond the ‘drop 

dead’ date to test them. We made plans for failure and recovery, some of those plans we 

put into action, some of them went on the scrap heap of experience. 

Covid 19, 20 years later, did not give us an opportunity to ‘ramp up’ for its world-wide 

effects and damage, so we improvise, we help our shut-in or quarantined neighbor. We 

walk singly in our neighborhood. We work in our gardens and chat with neighbors, walking 

singly, across a fence and space gulf of 6+ feet. We volunteer in the community where it is 

safe for ourselves and others. We make the milk and coffee last just a few days longer.  

All of this is being done by our chapter members, our chapter Boards of Directors and 

most importantly by our Chapters’ Newsletter editors and web masters.  

Many of our Chapters’ newsletter editors and web masters are still hard at work keeping 

their chapters’ members together with newsletters, beautiful pictures, human interest 

stories, Rhodo stories and highlights, pest notes and weed stories. There are no meetings 

or interesting speakers, or garden visits, no potlucks or cookie exchanges, but the 

telephone trees are still calling members to remind them that though there is no meeting 

they are still in our thoughts and we are hoping to see them soon.   

This is NOT a regular membership report; Katherine Sterner and Dave Banks will have the 

hard numbers for you. This is more of a pep talk to ask you, as directors, to call your 

chapter officers and let them know how important they are to the health, wellbeing and 

persistence of this Society.  

Part of our chapters’ glue and society’s bond has been temporarily broken; no chapter 

meetings, no celebration of our 75th year Convention. Make the best of what we will have 

left of 2020 by reaching out to members to remind them of their value and friendship. 
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ON THE WEB…by Dave Godfrey 

It is unfortunate that this Covid-19 pandemic has curtailed all our annual events and activities. 

As a result, there will not be many new photographs to add to our normal galleries. 

However, for those interested, Garth Wedemire has added a video we produced a couple of years 

ago called “Rhodos of the Comox Valley.”  This colourful 6-minute video set to music features 

rhododendron plants flowering in the CVRG, as well as several public and private gardens within 

the Comox Valley. The video is currently found on the “CVRG” page of our website. Eventually 

we may expand the “Photographs” page to include “Videos”. 

We have upgraded our “Yearly Galleries” to a new display program. Once you click on the gallery 

you wish to view, it will open a new introduction page with the photograph. Clicking on the 

photo, or on the link at the end of the narrative, will open the gallery with the collection of 

thumbnails.  You then will have two choices for viewing. Above the thumbnail photos you will 

see “Show slideshow”. The automatic slideshow will begin and follow through all the photos at 

3 second intervals. 

Another option is to manually view each photo in the gallery. Simply click on a photo and then 

use the forward and back arrows to view the gallery at your own pace. Once finished, simply 

click away from the photos, or hit the ‘escape’ key and it will take you out of the gallery. Hope 

this help! 

As we continue to enjoy the beauty and solitude of own gardens, we encourage our members to 

share the beauty of their gardens with the rest of us. Please send photos of your Rhodos as they 

come into bloom, and we will try to include as many as possible in a special Mother’s Day Truss 

Show gallery.  Email your photographs with the name of the rhodo or plant (garden shots, 

companion plants are also welcome) to either Garth or me and we will share with all. 

Until we can once again get together as members and friends, stay safe 

and healthy, and share your 

beautiful garden photos. 
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Propagation Group 

April update 

Report by Diana Scott 

 

 

 

 

Despite the challenging times, a small group from the Propagation Group was able to hold a 

limited sale via email and a ‘physical distancing’ pick up and payment process.    The prime 

objective of the sale was to draw down some of the larger plants, reduce numbers of the same 

variety, and reduce stock that might have a bit more difficulty doing well over the summer in 

their pots.  Thanks to Wolfgang, Nadine, and Marcel for selecting the plants, organizing the sale 

through email communication, and making sure everyone was safe while picking up their plants.  

Over the days of the sale, all the selected plants (93) were sold and $1,148.00 was put in to the 

NIRS coffers.  Wolfgang, Antje and a select group of people will tend the remaining plants over 

the summer, and we are hopeful that we will be able to hold our regular sales in the future!  

Thanks to all who participated.  Stay well everyone! 
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The Comox Valley Rhododendron 

Garden April update 

 

Due to Covid-19 there was no work party for the month of April. However, the weeds keep 

growing and soon it will be time to start deadheading the Rhododendrons. Antje Guertler and I 

will be meeting at the gardens on the morning of Sunday, May 3rd to weed and clean up. 

Hopefully, the health officials will soon announce the lifting of restrictions and our work parties 

can resume, even if we garden together with ‘Social Distancing’. Until that time comes, perhaps 

regular work party volunteers can drop by the gardens for weeding and clean up at your 

convenience. 

Please send me an email if you plan on 

going to the gardens to work, so I can get 

a sense of how the gardens are being 

maintained. 

Thanks, 

Maureen 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This photo and the photos on the next two 

pages I have taken during our daily walks 

around the airpark.  Each day we are 

delighted to see another truss opening. I 

just have an iPhone, but the pictures give 

you an example of how beautiful the 

garden is looking. Great place for a walk, 

it is easy to social distance… Nadine 
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 COMOX VALLEY RHODODENDRON GARDEN PHOTOS CONT 

Some beauties blooming at the CVRG at the airpark, the rest of the park has had a wonderful 

show of flowering native plants. 
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PLEIONES 

Or Terrestrial Orchids 

 I know it is not a rhodo, it’s not even a companion plant, but it is a pretty pink thing, to paraphrase 

what my old friend Richard would say. 

Anyone who knows me would say Bernie has gone off the deep end, he would never plant 

something that he couldn’t leave in the garden and would have to bring into shelter from the 

cold. But when my good friend Lynn Wurz said “Bernie you should have this!”, I said to myself, 

I can’t say no, I’ll take the bulbs and probably kill them so I won’t have to bother with them next 

year. 

I checked on the internet for info on what I needed to know to grow them. I am including a link 

for a PDF file showing the cultivation of these plants. It said I could use Orchid mix for potting, 

but me being frugal, some would say cheap, I went out to the woods, found some rotted bark 

from an old fir tree and some wood moss and proceeded to plant the pseudo bulbs in a tray. Lo 

and behold, look what happened. It now said I should make sure they were well watered after 

the flowers die and the leaves started growing. Well, I wasn’t about to worry about watering 

bulbs all summer. So, I stuck the tray under my Bonsai stand, which gets watered daily and left 

them until the leaves turned brown. I then brought the tray into my cold sunroom in September 

tucked them under the table and forgot about them until February. 
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Surprise, surprise, the bulbs were ready to be planted again. I cleaned them up, got some new 

planting medium and potted them up. I watered them and this is what happened. I guess it was 

all worth it. Some of the bulbs have two blossoms this year, so I guess I will have another go next 

spring. 

I hope you are all well and safe and enjoying your gardens, as we are in this glorious weather. 

Enjoy all the colour, especially the glorious bulb display.   Bernie  

 

For more information on growing pleiones:    http://www.pleione.info/cultivation---1.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

When I was with Wolfgang and Paul the other 

day at the Smith’s property, Wolfgang showed 

us this picture of his Pleiones  
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Whitefly on rhodos 

By Jill Gould 

 

I have to admit, I never noticed any whitefly on rhodos before, until a fellow NIRS member 

brought to my attention that she had a problem.  I suppose that whitefly, being a very 

successful insect (from a whitefly’s viewpoint) will attack almost anything!  

 

Whiteflies are a member of the vast family Hemiptera, which includes a number of all-too-

familiar sucking insects such as aphids, lacebugs and other destructive pests.  Being tiny, they 

are not often noticed until a cloud of tiny white snowflakes swirl up from your plant, or the 

leaves turn pale or yellow.  Part of their success is that they hide on the underside of the leaves, 

out of sight and out of any rain or hose-showers.  Whiteflies, like aphids, exude a sweet 

substance which can coat the leaves, and mould grows on this:  it’s called sooty mould because 

it is black.  This gradually disappears once the number of insects is lessened. 

 

Hemipterids have a 3-stage life cycle:  Egg, nymph, and adult.  While the adult form has wings 

and flies about, the nymphs are fairly stationary, limited to crawling.  This is the danger stage, 

as they are feeding.  Nymphs grow in stages called instars, where they moult their skins and 

emerge in larger form until they become winged adults.  Adults are about 3 mm long.   

 

Most of us are not interested in the details of the lifestyle of whiteflies.  We just want to know 

how to prevent, control, or eradicate them.  Firstly, the new growth of your rhododendrons is 

most likely to be affected, being tender; mature leaves are too leathery. 

Secondly, vigilance and a good eye are needed.  Examine your plants frequently, especially in 

the dry season.  You are looking for damaged leaves or tiny insects on the underside.  A good 

hand-lens is an asset.  Thirdly, how bad is the infestation or damage? 

 

 

cont 
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The first line of defence is keeping your plants well-watered, as a stressed plant is more 

susceptible.  Rhodos, as we know, don’t tolerate drought conditions or full sunshine well.  Now 

comes the work:  use a hose to spray the leaves, especially the undersides, to knock off the 

sucking nymphs.  Then you can use a soap spray such as Safer’s insecticidal soap, again 

targeting the undersides.  Some folks have their own insecticidal “recipes” of soap and water. 

Many of these can be found on the Internet or on organic plant websites. 

 

Keep in mind, if you are spraying an insecticide, to limit the spraying to a time when beneficial 

insects (e.g. pollinating bees) are not present, such as very early morning or dusk.  Predator 

wasps and Syrphid flies (which look like bees) will eat the nymphs.  All wasps are not created 

equal:  European Paper Wasps are beneficial insects!  The Internet is a good source for this, also. 

 

    

        Paper wasps fly slowly,  

    Syrphid fly—note wing placement 

        with long dangly legs                    
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Diana Scott had a great suggestion of rerunning this article by Bernie.  Most of us have seen this type of unusual 

growth, not knowing the cause.  

 

FASCINATING FASCIATED PLANTS 

By Bernie Guyader 

Nature makes "mistakes" all the time, producing animals and plants that are different from typical 

members of their species. Many of these "mistakes" are called mutations and have a genetic basis 

that can be passed on to future generations. Mutations that provide a favorable adaptation can 

become incorporated over time into most, if not all, of the members of a species. Unfavorable or non-

adaptive mutations are often eliminated from a population. This natural selection process by nature 

is the driving force behind evolution.  

 

One interesting type of mistake that is occasionally found in plants is known as a fasciated or crested 
growth form. It is usually the result of a growing point changing from a round dome of cells into a 
crescent shape. Subsequent growth produces a flat stem. In some cases, fasciation is the result of 
several embryonic growing points fusing together, with the same flat-stem appearance.  

 

Fasciated stems look strange. Leaves, flowers, and fruits often develop unusual shapes and appear 
at odd angles to the stem. Some, looking like hand-held fans, have led to the descriptive term 
"crested". Nature usually eliminates fasciated tissues. Branches or even whole plants with this 
condition are overshadowed by normal branches or plants of the species, and do not last long.  

Humans are fascinated by fasciated plants. Their unusual shapes make them prized by many in 
horticulture. Most can be perpetuated by vegetative propagation and are designated as cultivars of 
the species. Some noteworthy examples are crested saguaro cactus, fasciated Japanese cedar, and 
fantail willow. Less frequently, the fasciation is carried from generation to generation by seed, with 
the fasciation only manifesting itself in the flowers and subsequent fruit. Some examples would 
include crested cockscomb celosias and beefsteak tomatoes. (If you have ever wondered why 
beefsteak tomatoes have such unusual shapes, look at their flowers and you will readily see why).  

 

What causes plants to produce fasciated stems? For the most part, we just don't know. Fasciation 
has been induced experimentally by applications of plant hormones, severe pruning, wounding, 
and atypical day lengths. Most, however, appear by chance with no obvious cause.  

Rarely does a year go by without my discovering fasciated stems on wild and domesticated plants. 
Recent finds have included dandelion, asparagus, raspberry, black-eyed susan, and the tree of 
heaven (Ailanthus). If you look carefully you will see them too. Finding these fascinating fasciations 
offers small but intriguing rewards for observing nature. 
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Below is a couple of pictures Diana sent in, 

again showing fasciation of a rhodo leaf. 

‘Normal’ leaf on the left 

‘Fasciated’ leaf on the right 
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Robert Argall’s Garden 2020 

Robert opened his garden for members this year, but under the social distancing guidelines, 

guests made appointments to view the garden and all safety measures were followed. 

Doug and Joanne Williams took the pictures while on their visit and Diana Scott put a collage 

together, as she has in previous years.  

We have always enjoyed Roberts garden and his generosity in having us over for visits or hosting 

many of our annual picnics. For those who could not attend please enjoy the pictures and the 

other three collages from the past.  The 2009 collage has pictures of a few members we now hold 

many fond memories of. 

Enjoy and thanks Robert! 
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2017 
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2013 
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2009 
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