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Board of Directors

Coming Events

2017-2018

President
Judi Murakami............................338-4601
Vice-President
Maureen Denny..........................890-0522
Secretary
Carolyn Chester...........................619-5864
Treasurer
Dave Godfrey..............................335-0717

1st May 2018-- Executive meeting
This month's meeting will be held at the home of Ann Chevrier.
The meeting will start promptly at 10 a.m.

8th May 2018 -- AGM
Director: Membership
Jill Gould.....................................331-1859
Director: Revenue Table
Fran Thornton..............................339-3754
Director: Propagation
Wolfgang Hoefgen.......................339-2271
Programme Co-ordinator
Dave Godfrey and Garth Wedemire
Co-ordinator CVRG
Maureen Denny............................890-0522
Sunshine Lady
Joanne Williams ..........................941-2540
Social Committee
Antje Guertler...............................338-2306
Webmaster/ Face Book
Dave & Noni Godfrey and Garth Wedemire
Library
Noni Godfrey................................335-0717
Newsletter
Jake Ellis.......................................337-8516
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Our Annual General Meeting will be held at the home of Adrianne
McNabb. Please see inside for details of this very important
meeting.

28th October 2018
Mount Arrowsmith and Nanaimo Rhododendron Societies are
hosting a one day conference. Please see inside for complete
details.

The North Island Rhododendron Society meets at 7:30 p.m. the
second Tuesday of each month (except May through August) at
the United Church in Comox.
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pRESIDENT'S
nOTES

Hard to believe that it’s been 2 years since I took on the job of President of NIRS, and good to know
that your upcoming executive will be just fine. Many hands make light work, and it certainly holds true
for our meetings, whether it’s organizing the speaker, advertising the meeting, setting up coffee, chairs,
etc. And what a great last meeting we had with 72 people listening to Bernie Dinter and the changes
that he’s seen in the nursery business.
Life really is about cycles. We’ve been waiting so long for warm weather, and pretty soon we’ll all wonder
where the rains went and complain about drought. The young rhodos we bought at last year’s plant sale
are just starting to bloom, and it’s so gratifying to see them make it through the winter (thanks to our
greenhouse).
Next month’s message will be from your new president Maureen Denny, and I’ll be in Germany at the
International Rhododendron Conference (my dime, not NIRS). People are coming from all over the world,
Japan, Iceland, Australia, etc. and we’ll tour Bremen Rhododendron-Park, begun in 1933 at the initiative
of the German Rhododendron Society. It has the world's second largest collection of rhododendrons and
azaleas with about 600 species and subspecies (including vireyas in a large conservatory) and more than
3300 cultivars. We’ll also see Park of the Gardens, a collection of about 2000 species and hybrid
rhododendrons in a flowering frenzy beneath the shade of giant trees, with over 9000 labeled plants.”
Don’t you just love the description, flowering frenzy?
When I return I’ll be in full gear campaigning to be a councillor for the City of Courtenay. I look
forward to chatting with you on your doorstep and appreciate your support.

Cheers!

Judi
PO Box 3183, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N4
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NOTICE OF
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting of the North Island Rhododendron Society will be held on Tuesday,
08th May 2018 at Adrianne McNabb’s garden, 14 Little Bear Way in Royston. Come at 6:30 PM for a selfdirected garden tour, meeting starts at 7:30. Bring a lawn chair!
Business to come before the meeting will include the Annual Financial Report, Reports from Committees, and
the Election of Directors and Officers for 2018/19.
There are four 2-year board terms, and one 1 year ending in May. Members wishing to put names forward for
nomination are to contact our President Judi Murakami or Nominations Chair Jake Ellis.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
MEMBERSHIP
Jill Gould

We had a fantastic turnout at our April 10 meeting: no guests, but 72 members in attendance.

Word

must have gotten out about all the fun we have, as three former members decided to renew! We also
welcomed two new memberships: Murray Erickson, and Janet & Michael Campbell. Our membership now
stands at 85.

After the May General Meeting, I will be stepping down (after four years) and handing over the job to
Nadine Boudreau. Most of you know Nadine, so not much introduction is necessary. I have to say that it
has been an experience being Membership Director. I got to know everyone. Well, almost everyone. I
will now take on the role of “Official Greeter” which no one else wanted to do—why, I don’t know; it will
be great fun. In the fall you can look for me standing by the entry saying Howdy to you all. And I might
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even have time to do some shopping at the Revenue Table or buy Raffle tickets! Also, I will be able to
help out at the Revenue Table, which is a task I think I will really enjoy.

Photo of a Peter Cox hybrid, R. "Razorbill"
taken in Jill Gould's garden on 24 April 2018.

THE RHODO GARDEN
Maureen Denny

Thanks to all NIRS members who volunteered at our last work party on April 12th. I am not
sure why we call it a "work" party as we generally have so much fun! Our next work party will be
May 10th at 10am.
With this bout of warm weather the rhodos will be treating us to their annual floral display, an
exciting time for all us rhodoholics!
BRING YOUR TOOLS AND CAMERAS.
Our next work party will be Thursday May 10th at 10 am.

PO Box 3183, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N4
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE
Antje Guertler

As noted earlier in this newsletter the next meeting is our Annual General Meeting and will be held at
Adrianne McNabb's residence. Coffee/tea and goodies will be provided -- as always.
But please don't forget your mugs, cutlery and whatever else you might need -- like a lawn chair.

UPCOMING SPEAKERS and
MAJOR EVENTS

May 8th
-- Annual General Meeting at Adrianne McNabb's
May 13th -- NIRS Mother's Day Garden Tour.
June 16th -- Annual NIRS Picnic at Robert Argall's

PROPAGATION GROUP
Wolfgang Hoefgen

Just a quick review of what the Propagation Group has accomplished over the last few months.
With the help of so many of our members, a variety of tasks required at our nursery facility at the
Smith's were carried out successfully and in a timely fashion. After taking care of our cuttings over this
past winter, with the weekly help from Antje, as I write this report, we have now held five weekly work
parties to do potting, fertilizing, moving, spacing and many more jobs. And more jobs will have to be done
over the next few weeks.
Many thanks to all who came out to help every week, sometimes in cold and rainy weather, but always
having fun and being proud of what they accomplished.
So far this group has logged over 150 hours since Jan. 2018.

PO Box 3183, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N4
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Opening of the Greig Rhododendron Species Garden

.....by Dave Godfrey

As featured in our Rhodoteller last month, the official opening of the Greig Rhododendron Species
Garden took place on Sunday, April 22nd. Approximately 150 ARS members and guests, including 15 NIRS
members, attended the opening ceremonies and enjoyed an opportunity to view the new garden area
under sunny skies.

Geoff Ball was the master of ceremonies, welcoming and thanking so many for attending. Garden
Director John Deniseger then spoke about the involvement of the five Vancouver Island chapters and
the efforts made to see this garden project completed. Over the last four years, there has been a great
deal of planning, design, preparation and construction by many volunteers and staff, as well as
incredible support from donors and supporters. Although there is still some worked to be done and
plant growth to happen over the next few years, the bulk of the project has been completed and ready
for opening to the public.
“The Greig Rhododendron Species Garden” is named in recognition of Rhododendron pioneers, Mary
and Ted Greig of Royston. Their daughter-in-law, Jean Greig (son Jim’s widow) was honoured to cut the
ribbon for the official opening.
Following the ribbon cutting, many members
took the opportunity to tour the new garden
and take some photos. There was even a group
photo of all the ARS members in attendance,
organized by Glen Jamieson, which will no
doubt appear in a future issue of the JARS.
There is an album on our NIRS website’s
“Special Gallery” featuring the activities of the
day. But for now, enjoy this sample of photos.

PO Box 3183, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N4
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Greig family: Nancy, Jean, Charlie, Jane, Chris

What an enjoyable day yesterday at Milner! A perfect day, and I counted 53 ARS members participating and lending
their hoorah (sp?) to this long-awaited event.
Congratulations to the entire team!
Chris Hodgson (District 1 Director)

PO Box 3183, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N4
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RHODODENDRON SPRING
by Garth Wedemire

Every Spring, I anticipate the blooming of a special little rhododendron named 'Cream Crest'. It is a
harbinger of Spring and a signal of the great flood of blooms to come.
On Comox Ave., there are a few plants bordering the sidewalk to the left of Berwick Retirement
Community. Below is a picture of 'Cream Crest' on Comox Ave. taken on April 4th.

PO Box 3183, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N4
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Two Island Rhodo Societies Sponsor Fall Conference

Mount Arrowsmith and Nanaimo Rhododendron Societies are hosting a one-day fall conference
that should be of interest to all island gardening groups. It will be held on Sunday, October 28, 2018 at
the Parksville Community and Conference Centre from 10 am to 4pm, with 5 speakers confirmed.
The theme is "Navigating Garden Myths" and presenters will be Washington State University
horticulture scientist Linda Chalker-Scott, UBC Botanical Garden curator Douglas Justice, teacher and
radio personality Jeff de Jong and Comox horticulturist Dany Fortin and Shane Tillapaugh on crevice
gardens. Attendance is limited to about 100 on a first-come basis. Cost for the day will be $25, $30 at
the door is there is space left. Coffee and tea will be provided, but you will need to bring your own bag
lunch. There will be a door prize and a small silent auction.
Because seating is limited, participants are urged to register early by sending a cheque to 2018
Conference, mailed to MARS PO Box 342 Qualicum Beach V9K 1S8.

THE PROGRAMME
NAVIGATING GARDEN MYTHS

10:00-10:10 AM Intro
10:10- 11:10 AM: Linda Chalker-Scott : Garden Myths – Facts or Fiction
Break (15 min)
11:25- 12:25 PM: Donna Balzer - Put Your Money Where Your Mouth Is: Grow Better Food Faster
12:25-1:15 PM: Lunch
1:15-2:15 AM: Douglas Justice –
2:15-3:15 PM: Jeff de Jong – Rhododendron's Need Friends Too!
3:15- 3:30 PM: Break 3:30-4:30 PM: Danny Fortin/Shane Tillapaugh – Crevice Gardening

PO Box 3183, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N4
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WHAT'S IN YOUR GARDEN?

DOUG KITT'S PLACE

R. yak x tsariense

R. yunnanense

These two beauties were photographed in Doug's garden in Parksville

PO Box 3183, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N4
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JIM AND LOIS'S PLACE

"Horizon Monarch"

R. sutchuenense

SUMMER AND JIM'S PLACE

What a great colour combo. An "unk" Azalea and Hydrangea
PO Box 3183, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N4
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JOE AND HELEN'S PLACE

R. degronianum

R. quinquefolium

THE RHODO IN THE BANNER
R. hirsutum

In honour of the recent opening of the Greig Rhododendron Species Garden the selection of The Rhodo
in the Banner is R. hirsutum. This was the first rhododendron to be classified and named. It was
discovered in the 16th century by a Flemish botanist who later became known as Clusius.
The species is historically significant for being the first cultivated rhododendron of record in the
western world, in a 1656 plant list of botanist John Tradescant's garden.
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