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2nd May 2017 -- Executive meeting
This month's meeting will be held at the home of Joanne and Doug
Williams 614 Jubilee Court in Comox and will start at precisely 10
a.m.

*****
3rd May 2017
The Whidbey Island and Pilchuk Chapters will arrive for a 2 day
tour. Hopefully they will arrive in time for the Opening Ceremonies
of the 20th Anniversary of the CVRG. Speeches by the Mayor,
music, cake, tea and coffee. All kicking off at 4 p.m. See further
details in "President's Notes".

*****
9th May 2017 -- Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of the North Island Rhododendron
Society will be held at the residence of Ann Chevrier on 9th May
commencing at 7:30 p.m. Please bring chairs and cups.

The North Island Rhododendron Society meets at 7:30 p.m. the
second Tuesday of each month (except May through August) at
the United Church in Comox.

Vol 31 No 9

May 2017

President’s notes
Did you know that NIRS is the largest chapter in District 1 ARS?
That’s because we, like our rhododendrons, are such a hardy bunch! The word hardy means
"Able to withstand difficult or adverse conditions; robust: hardy perennials. We shovel dirt
in the rain, we tour gardens in the cold, we just keep on going. Passers by at the gardens
were very impressed with not only our work ethic, but our wonderful goodies we enjoyed
afterwards. I noticed that I wrote on the calendar “rhodo work party”, and it really is a
party of like minded people who enjoy working together and enjoying our socializing
afterwards. Tyler from the City even pitched in, after sampling some of Antje’s cake.
Wolfgang has worked hard to foster a positive working relationship with the city, and we
do our part by feeding them.
I think our chapter also has members from the greatest geographical distance, as Robert
Argall’s garden tour attracted 2 members from Cobble Hill and 2 from Powell River.
Robert graciously hosted us with 2 kinds of tea (brought over from England) and
scrumptious goodies.
Oh dear, are we back on the food again? I digress.
Jake made his debut with a great spotlight for Shaw TV about the Rhododendron Show &
Sale. https://youtu.be/e8F3cbuvu9U
I’ll be doing another promo next week in Ellen VanHeerden’s garden for our upcoming
Mother’s Day Garden Tour. Ellen has kindly agreed to showcase her garden for us on the
tour, since we’re the only garden tour in town this year.
I know those flowers will be popping out just in time for our 20th Anniversary. We’ve got
confirmation from Mayor Jangula, previous mayor Webber and our 21 American friends. It
will be fabulous!
When we first joined the NIRS, we were so impressed with the hospitality shown by our
chapter to Whidbey Island in 2012 and the garden tours. This year is no different, as
everyone is invited to tour with us on Thursday May 4th, starting at Ann Chevrier’s at 10
a.m., then up to Paul and Lynn Wurz at noon for lunch, returning via Brian & Barb Staton’s,
and finally at Robert Argall’s. Dinner will be at the church hall. Everyone is welcome, and
lunch and dinner are pot luck. We look forward to seeing you there

Judi
PO Box 3183, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N4
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
MEMBERSHIP
Jill Gould

We now have 92 members. This includes 10 students and five associates: John Deniseger and June
Bouchard attended our last meeting and joined as associates. An all-time high! Welcome also to new
members Anne Cubitt and David Morwood.
Attendance at the last meeting was 59 members and 14 guests. If any members wish an NIRS name tag,
I can order them. See me at the next meeting or e-mail me at jillsnews496@gmail.com.

WAYS & MEANS
YEAR END REPORT
We have had a wonderful year once again & would like to thank everyone for their participation in our
monthly raffle & miscellaneous items & books.
We have had a great selection of rhododendrons for the raffle & door prizes. Thank you again to Ken
Webb who donated many rhododendrons to us two years ago & Jake Ellis for taking care of them. Also a
big thanks to Wolfgang Hoefgen & the Propagation Group for their donations.
We have also had several donations from members & associate members & speakers as well. We really
have appreciated the support & income for the club.
We did very well with the cards that Dick Bonney made for us & donated to the club for sale at Ways &
Means. I only have 6 left, Dick would be pleased!
Respectfully submitted,
Lois Clyde
Raffle Prizes at the AGM are R.augustinii “Barto Blue” & “PJM”
R.augustinii “Barto Blue” (afterAugustine Henry). 6' good to -5 deg. F. Blooms early. Growth habit is
compact, upright with long narrow smooth dark green leaves. Will stand sun. Clear medium blue flowers.
“PJM” 4' good to -25 deg. Blooms very early. Cold hardy & tolerant of heat & sun. PJM's early bright
lavender pink flowers and beautiful against its dark winter foliage.
As our AGM is at Ann Chevrier's our usual fare will not be available, but please do bring your toonies for
the raffle! In the event of inclement weather & we are at the hall I will bring it along.
Hope to see you all at the AGM!

PO Box 3183, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N4
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE
Patty Mathews and Lynn Gray

As you know, the next meeting is our AGM which will be held outside at Ann Chevrier’s (weather
permitting). We will be providing tea and coffee as usual but we are in need of goodies. So, this
is an ideal opportunity for you to show off that cookie or cake recipe that you've been sitting on
for decades. Maybe you missed signing up previously to bring something. Now is the time. Please
give Patty a call and let her know you'll be bringing a goodie. All members should also bring along
chairs and cups. If the weather is inclement this meeting will be moved to the Church.

THE RHODO GARDEN
Wolfgang Hoefgen

Our April work party was again a huge success. 10 volunteers showed up and the pile
of bark mulch was spread quickly. After a thorough cleanup, it was agreed by all that
the garden looked pretty good. It really is difficult to believe that we had such a
hard winter. All we need now is more flowers. When the work was done the party
began -- delicious cake and cookies and lots of hot tea and coffee. A good day.
After the 20th Anniversary of the CVRG on 3 May, I will be resigning my position as
co-ordinator of the garden. I have thoroughly enjoyed the past 4 years in this role especially with so
many enthusiastic volunteers. Of course, I will continue to volunteer at the garden, but with my
involvement with the Propagation Group, time and energy were becoming an issue. It is time for others
to take over as co-ordinator of the CVRG.
Thank you very much to all those who have volunteered so many hours over the years and helped to make
this garden such a showcase for the NIRS.

PO Box 3183, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N4
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An Open Garden

By Diana Scott

It has become almost a tradition for our members to welcome Spring at one of our showcase gardens here in the Valley.
It is always a pleasure to be invited to Robert Argall’s garden early in the season, and after such a harsh winter, it was
heartwarming to see the swaths of colour in this beautiful landscape.
Tulips, daffodils, narcissi, hyacinths, primulas, and the earliest of the spring bulbs stood out in drifts all over the garden.
The delicate colour of new leaves breaking from the deciduous branches and early pink, white, and yellow tree blossoms
added layers of softness. Single and double camellias were in flower, and in his woodland setting the erythroniums and
trilliums lit up the forest floor. Robert has an extensive collection of exquisite hellebores with singles, doubles, and
exotics, some spotted and some beautifully veined. Even the grass showed off with waves of pink and blue violets.
Despite everything being much later this year, early rhodos were in full bloom, and others sported loads of buds
promising an extended show as the season unfolds.
In addition to the many other visual treats, Robert was quite pleased that we were able to see R. thompsonii with its
brilliant red trusses in the cottage garden. After the tour, Robert hosted us to a buffet of tea and delicious sweets where
we had a chance to catch up with our fellow gardeners. In keeping with the theme of spring flowers, each room had a
number of stunning floral bouquets. We had a great turn out for the Open Garden, including new members Dave and
Sari from Powell River and a few guests from afar.
Thank you to Robert for once again inviting us to his garden, and officially starting off our spring season!

PO Box 3183, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N4
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THE RHODO IN THE BANNER
The Contest is back!
Identify the rhodo in the banner on the front page by photos alone
and win a free rhodo at the June picnic.

WHO AM I?
The winner will be drawn at the June Picnic from the correct answers received at jakeellis@shaw.ca
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