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JANUARY 2017 

Coming Events 

 

3rd January 2017 -- Executive meeting 

This month's meeting will be held at the home of our Membership 

Chair Jill Gould and will start at precisely 10 a.m. 

***** 

10th January 2017 -- Regular meeting 

First meeting of the New Year -- discussions with old friends over a 

cuppa and goodies. Our Guest Speaker is none other than one of our 

resident Rhododendron experts, Garth Wedemire. Garth will be 

delivering a presentation called "Planning a Rhododendron Species 

Garden". 

***** 

2018 -- North America Meets Europe 

See the final page for early details of the 2018 ARS Convention in 

Bremen, Germany.  More news to follow for this exciting event. 

 

The North Island Rhododendron Society  meets at 7:30 p.m. the 

second Tuesday of each month (except May through August) at 

the United Church in Comox. 
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  president’s                                                                                          

notes 

 

HAPPY 2017 EVERYONE! 

What a fun Christmas party to end off our year!  A big thank you for all the lovely contributions we had 

for the festivities, and Dick Bonney’s wine was a bonus as a take home gift. 

I hope everyone is having a good rest, as this is going to be a busy year!  Mark your calendars, as the 

Plant Sale will be happening on April 30th. 

This is the 20th Anniversary of the Comox Valley Rhododendron Garden, and to help celebrate, members 

of the Whidbey Island and Pilchuk Chapters will be coming up on May 3rd to tour some gardens and 

foster positive American/Canadian relationships.  They are such a fun bunch, and next year we can look 

forward to being hosted by them. 

One of our major fundraisers, The Mothers Day Garden Tour, needs your help.  We need Coordinators 

for this tour.  We’ve already booked 2 gardens, so just 4 more are needed that day (May 14th).   

As this is a democratic club, you can choose to not have a tour; however, your membership fees may go 

up next year.   

Ideally, it would be nice to raise funds so that we can have an all expense paid bus tour to visit gardens 

in another area. 

Looking forward to seeing you at the next meeting on the 10th. 

 

Cheers! 

Judi 
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The Party Report 

By Dave Godfrey 

Wow, wasn’t that another great Christmas party? Thanks to the many members who helped put it all 

together. Some of the executive arrived at 4pm to begin the setup and decorating. The tables were set and 

Noni had the cider brewing. By the time members began to arrive at 5pm with their food offerings for the 

dinner, everything was in place and the Christmas music was playing softly in the background. 

This year a total of 60 members joined the festivities. Upon signing in, members were given a Christmas Carol 

quiz to provide some challenging entertainment while waiting for dinner to be served at 6pm. There was also 

our traditional ‘Guessing Game’, this year kindly arranged by Jill’s hubby, Dave Doubek. 

 

  

With an abundance of appetizers, savory dishes and delicious desserts, the meal was almost ready. When Dale 

Patterson arrived with the cooked ham, it was time to eat. Social ladies, Lynn Gray and Patty Matthews, had 

the tables all organized and Dale did the honours of slicing the ham. Through a random draw of table 

numbers, members began to load up their plates for the annual feast.  

With everyone full to the brim and the tables cleared away, it was time for the traditional Christmas Chaos to 

begin. All members received a number on the bottom of their dinner plate, and one would think that it would 

be pretty simple to have 6 or 7 teams of 8 players. But oh, no! Every year, there are a few tables with only 6 or 

7 players and some with the expected 8 players. Oh well, this all seems to add to the “entertainment” as the 

teams seem to be happy with who they had as members. 

This year before the traditional Trivia game, Sue & Garth Wedemire introduced us to a new game called 

“Heads and Tails”. Members wishing to play were asked to deposit a Looney in a pot on the table. Those 

playing would then stand and place a hand on either their head or their butt, depending on which they think 

the two flipped coins would indicate.  

In round #1 a flip of the two coins came up two tails, and 95% of the players did not have their two hands on 

their behinds, so had to sit down. The game continued for two more turns before Chris Aldred became the 

eventual winner of $46. Subsequent rounds were played after each “Answer” break during the Trivia game. 

Summer Joy won the second round with a prize of $41. Round 3 was a prize of $30 won by Antje Guertler, and 

the final round saw Brad Billings win $34. Next year, members will be forewarned to bring along their Loonies 

as it took time for Sue to provide change for those who needed them. 

The Annual Guessing Game… Guess the Carol quiz… 
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Thanks again to Sue and Garth for providing this extra entertainment. With a variety of questions of varying 

degrees of difficulty, the Trivia game was once again a great success. When all the totals were tallied, the team 

of “Behind the 8 Ball” was declared the winners with 35 out of a possible 42 points. Congratulations to Jill 

Gould, Dan Prain, Claudia Ellis, Corrine Innes, Dave Doubek, Theresa Hartwig and Shane Tillapaugh, each 

received a prize of a 1 gallon rhododendron donated by the NIRS Propagation Group.   

The second place team of Jake Ellis, Adrianne McNabb, Naomi Chester, Don Law, Joe Stefiuk, Brian Bennett 

and Phil Aldred with 30 points each received a small consolation prize.  

“Miss Piggy” turned 21 this year and as a special surprise draw, Sheila and Josef Medori have the honour of 

being her caretaker for 2017. As is tradition, she will be prominently displayed in the Medori garden 

throughout the coming year.  

Door prize draws were made for the centerpieces made by Judi Murakami, Noni Godfrey, Antje Guertler, 

Maureen Denny and Carolyn Chester, as well as a beautiful centerpiece and Christmas wreath made and 

donated by Lois Clyde. A big thank you again to Lois for providing these prizes! Congratulations to winner 

Linda Billings (centerpiece) and Margaret Griffith-Cochrane (wreath).  

 

 

 

To round out the evening, Bernie Guyader brought in 48 bottles of Dick Bonney’s wine for those members 

who wished to take a bottle home. Dick’s family does not drink wine and they wanted to share it with 

members of the club. Many members took a bottle home with a promise to raise a glass in Dick’s memory 

over the holiday period. 

With that, it was time to pack away the tables, chairs and decorations for another year. Most members 

expressed their gratitude for a wonderful party and all look forward to next year’s party.  

(Photos of the party are posted to our NIRS website’s photo gallery page at -  www.nirsrhodos.ca) 

 

 

Linda Billings wins centerpiece Margaret Griffith-Cochrane wins the wreath 



PO Box 3183, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N4 Vol 31 No 5  Jan 2017 

                                                                                                   

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

WAYS & MEANS 
 

Lois Clyde 

 
Our Raffle Rhodos this month are: R.insigne  & R.scabrifolium. 

 

R. insigne - meaning ‘remarkable’. This is a 3' rhodo, good to 0 deg. F. Blooms late May, slow 

growing plant which lives up to its name. Glossy green leaves with indumentum that is tawny grey 

with a lovely coppery sheen. Flowers are pinkish white with crimson spotting & external rosy red 

stripes. 
                                                          

 
 

 

R. scabrifolium - meaning ‘with rough leaves’. This 4 footer is good to 5 deg F. Blooms in early 

May. Open habit, dark green leaves with rough textured wrinkled appearance & paler undersides 

with soft hairs & scales. Tubular funnel form flowers, white to pink to deep rose. 
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Our Door Prize is: 
 

“Howard Hughes” Not much information on “Howard” the rhododendron!! 

From the picture & info in Hirsutum, it is an Elepidote that has tubular funnel shaped dark pink 

flowers. Lovely glossy green leaves, looks like a great plant! 

 
 

 

We also have our “ Greer's Guidebooks” for sale  @ $25 

“The Public Gardens of Vancouver Island” by Ian E. Efford. $25 

Plant tags @ $12 for a box of 50 

“Fundamentals for Growing Rhododendrons” @ $3, great for beginners. 

Lovely bags @ $14 in a variety of colours, very handy for shopping, meetings & travel. 

Not to forget our truly coveted bumper stickers “ I Brake for  Rhododendrons”. Only 2 left!! 

We now have an additional to our table, “Cards by Dick”. 

Sets of 6 for $10 & individual for $2 each. 

These cards are pictures of Dick Bonney's garden. A must have!!     
                                                                           

 
 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

Lynn Gray and Patty Matthews 

Thank you very much to the members who provided those delicious goodies for our Christmas 

Party Feast.  This month we're looking forward to goodies from Danny Fortin, Nadine 

Boudreau, Claudia Ellis, Lynn Wurz, and Brian Staton. 

Please don’t forget that, although we don’t charge for the coffee/tea/goodies, we do accept 

donations. Those dollars are much appreciated. Thank you! 
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THE PROGRAMME - JANUARY 10th 2017 

“PLANNING A RHODODENDRON SPECIES GARDEN” 

GARTH WEDEMIRE 

Garth joined the Vancouver Chapter in 1975 and was a founder and 

first president of the Fraser Valley Chapter. He was awarded ARS 

Bronze medals in 1989 and 2001, as well as the ARS Silver medal in 

2013.  Garth serves on the board of the Rhododendron Species 

Foundation.  He has helped set up and maintain chapter websites in 

District 1 since 2006.   

His extensive knowledge of rhododendrons and his skill as a 

photographer have made him a popular presenter over the years.  

As we all know, Garth and his wife Sue now live in the beautiful 

Comox Valley where they are valued, fully-participating members of 

the North Island Rhododendron Society.  Garth has been busy 

serving on the Board of Directors, assisting with our Facebook 

pages, Website, Assistant Programme Co-ordinator and one of the 

driving forces within our Propagation Group. 

 

HYBRIDIZERS PART IV 

By Paul Wurz 

JACK LOFTHOUSE  

 

We started growing rhododendrons in our garden in the late 70’s in a very 

modest way.  Of the first dozen or so rhododendrons that we grew, Frilled 

Petticoats, One Thousand Butterflies, and Supergold were in the midst.  At 

this time I had no interest in who hybridized or created any of our plants, 

but when I did, I realized that Jack Lofthouse’s name was associated with 

all of these plants. By this time I had become quite fanatical about starting 

to expand my rhododendron collection and created a “wish list”.  It didn’t 

take long before I recognized that many plants on the list were Jack 

Lofthouse hybrids. These included: Sierra Sunrise, Canadian Beauty, Yellow 

Petticoats, Oh Canada, Viennese Waltz, and Lofthouse Legacy. Jack’s 

'Canadian Sunset' was the first rhododendron that I actively pursued, and eventually purchased a small 

plant from Terry Richmond in Port Alberni.   
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Approximately 30 years ago, it became a bi-annual event to visit Children’s Hospital in Vancouver, 

approximately a kilometer away from the Lofthouse residence.  These trips usually included a stop to buy 

a few young plants and discuss hybridization and rhododendrons with Jack.  One of the things that I 

learned was, Jack had registered 46 hybrids and had a list of 121 plants, some were registered, some 

named, and many plants were yet to be named. 

Jack’s hybrids always had an excellent reputation for having large, gorgeous trusses and innovative color 

combinations. But he was sometimes criticized for not making the foliage and plant habit a priority.  This 

has not been a problem in our garden where we probably have in excess of 60-70 of his hybrids and many 

of the plants have the best habit and foliage in the garden. 

Jack passed away on January 3, 2005 and left a legacy in the rhododendron world.  There is little doubt 

that Jack possessed a remarkable ability to create excellent rhododendrons and certainly is the best 

known Canadian hybridizer.  After his death, we were very fortunate to have inherited many of his young 

un-named plants, some of which we have named.  I will include some pictures of Jack’s plants which you 

may be interested in. 

If you have an interest, there is an article in Vol. 61, Number 3, Summer 2007 in the ARS Journal that I 

submitted called: “The Lofthouse Legacy: A Sequel” 

 

 

A PHOTO ALBUM 

A SMALL SAMPLING OF THE LOFTHOUSE RHODODENDRONS 

 

RYAN-O 
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LOFTHOUSE LEGACY 

 

 

 

CANADIAN SUNSET 
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VIENNESE WALTZ 

 

YELLOW PETTICOATS 

 

                                                                    PARTY ORANGE 
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ONE THOUSAND BUTTERFLIES 

 

SIERRA SUNSET     

 

O'CANADA 
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North America Meets Europe  

 

The 2018 ARS Convention will be in Bremen, Germany. It will start around May 7, 2018, with optional tours 

before the convention and after the convention. The schedule may and probably will change slightly in the next 

couple months.  

 1st Pre-Tour:  Optional 5 days visiting Dutch Gardens including Keukenhof Gardens 

 2nd Pre-Tour:  Optional 2 days at RHODO 2018 Rhod. Festival & Hachmann’s  

 3rd Pre-Tour:  Optional 7 days public & private garden visits in Denmark & Sweden  

 Convention:  6-day convention in Bremen from May 21 to 26 including 3 tour days  

 Post-Tour:  Optional 4 days visiting gardens in Finland.  

Calendar this now! It is a do-not-miss event. You can choose to start in Holland or Germany with one of the 3 

pre-tours or start with the convention.   Then you can choose to finish in Germany after the convention or in 

Finland after the post-convention tour.  That means there are 8 possible combinations ranging from 6 days & 

nights for just the convention to 24 days & nights if you do everything which includes the 3 pre-tours to the 

Netherlands, Germany, Denmark and Sweden; the convention; and the post-convention tour to Finland.  

Thank you, 

Steve Henning,  

ARS2018 Committee 

                                                                                                                              

 

THAT'S ALL FOLKS! 

See you at the Church on January 10
th

   

JAKE 

 


