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Coming Events 

1st November 2016 -- Executive meeting 

This month's meeting will be held at the home of Claudia and Jake 

Ellis.  The meeting will start promptly 10 a.m.. 

                                    *****                                           

8th November 2016 -- Regular meeting 

Wow! These outstanding speakers just keep on coming don't they?  

The speaker at this meeting will be Dennis Bottemiller with his 

presentation of "Success with Rhododendron Cuttings".  Please 

see inside for further information. 

***** 

10th November 2016 

Mount Arrowsmith Chapter (MARS) is planning a workshop in 

Qualicum conducted by Dennis Bottemiller on Thursday Nov 10th 

from 10a.m. to 12 noon.  The participants will learn about and 

participate in the sowing of rhododendron seeds.  Please contact 

Garth Wedemire if you'd like to register or for further information. 

 

The North Island Rhododendron Society  meets at 7:30 p.m. the 

second Tuesday of each month (except May through August) at 

the United Church in Comox. 
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    pRESIDENT'S                                                              

                            

nOTES 

 

Hello Everyone 

 

October is truly a month of abundance, as I’ve compiled the inventory list and discovered NIRS 

owns 5 coffee makers.  Who knew? 

 

I think it’s time to decide what to keep, sell, donate, etc. rather than clutter up people’s basements. 

 

Mike Stewart’s presentation was so well done that it inspired people to start researching.  

Combining history, geography, biology, and of course, the intrigue of smuggling plants kept us glued 

to our seats. 

 

Propagating has become such a popular topic that I’m sure Dennis Bottemiller will be inundated with 

questions. 

 

Gardeners love growing things, and it’s so nice to have these wonderful speakers on dark and stormy 

nights. 

 

Beware of ghosts and goblins and keep those jack o’lanterns lit. 

 

Judi 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

  

 MEMBERSHIP 

Jill Gould 

At our October meeting, we had 66 members including two associates, in attendance.  We also had 6 guests.  

Eighteen more members have renewed for 2017, including one associate membership.  Don’t forget, if you want to 

renew your membership at meetings, and you didn’t bring $35.00 cash or a cheque, you can use the Square with 

your credit card.  See Claudia:  Square costs only a dollar more. 

 

 

 

WAYS & MEANS 
 

Lois Clyde 

 

 
Our Raffle rhodos this month are R. pseudochrysanthum “Exbury” & “PJM”. 

 

R. pseudochrysanthum “ Exbury” (meaning false R.chrysanthum). 

This is a 1-3' rhododendron. Good to -10 F. Blooms early. Compact very attractive plant. Bell shaped flowers, dark 

pink opening to pale pink or white. Great silver foliage. 

 

“PJM” 4' Good to minus 25 F. Blooms very early. Cold hardy as well as tolerant of heat & sun. Foliage green during 

summer & mahogany in winter. Bright lavender pink flowers are beautiful against its dark coloured winter foliage. 

 

“Maricee”  ( selected form of R.sargentianum)This rhodo will grow to 2' 7 good to -5F. A dwarf twiggy plant with 

small, shiny leaves. Creamy white flowers form a delicate truss.. Compared to the species this form is easier, 

faster growing & more floriferous. 

 

We also have our “ Greer's Guidebooks” for sale  @ $25 

“The Public Gardens of Vancouver Island” by Ian E.Efford. $25 

Plant tags @ $12 a box 

Fundamentals for Growing Rhododendrons @ $3, great for beginners. 

Lovely bags @ $14 in a variety of colours, very handy for shopping, meetings & travel. 

Not to forget our truly coveted bumper stickers “ I Brake for  Rhododendrons”. Only 2 left!! 
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We now have an addition to our table, “Cards by Dick” . 

Sets of 6 for $10 & individual for $2 each. 

These cards are pictures of Dick Bonney's garden. A must have!! 

 

All these items would be great for Christmas gift for your gardening friends & family. 
 

 

 

(photos from Hirsutum.info) 

 

 

                                                   

                       R. pseudochrysanthum                                                                              silver foliage of R. pseudochrysanthum    

                           

 

R. sargentianum 'Maricee' 
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PROPAGATION GROUP 

report and photos by Diana Scott 

 

As October rolled along, the Propagation Group continued to tend to the potted plants, checking their progress and 

weeding as required.  Watering was not too much of an issue since the rains took care of that task most days!  

Wolfgang continued to monitor both the potted plants outside and our new cuttings in the Smith Propagation 

House, checking on the heat and light, adjusting the misters, and providing extra watering as needed.    

 

On October 22nd the group met at the Propagation House to review 

procedures and hone our skills.  Wolfgang showed how to keep the secateurs 

and box cutter blades in good condition, demonstrating by using his 

sharpening tools and cleaning the blades with alcohol.    He then reviewed 

how to cut the scion at an angle, ‘freestyle’ as well as using a finger guard or 

wooden board to make sure the cuts are crisp and clean.  Several examples 

were done to show how ‘deep’ to slice the cambium along the side of the stem 

before dipping into the hormone and tapping off the excess.  

 

We checked on our recent ‘cuttings’, saw that some had not survived and removed them from the bed.  Happily, 

most were still green and looking good.  We passed around an example of a cutting end that had started to callous 

over which is what we expect before the rooting starts.  A good thing!  Wolfgang and Garth will continue to monitor 

the moisture levels in the pots on the propagation bed, and provide extra water if needed.   
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Nadine, Maureen and crew are checking on our potted stock and have set aside 

plants for NIRS sales.  The plants are looking good, and we hope that they will 

look even better in the spring!  Pricing is being revised as we assess both quality 

and quantity.  We are now discussing winter protection options for all the 

outside plants, and will likely tuck them closer together as the weather gets 

colder.  

 

It was a great review and a profitable morning as usual.  There is always 

something new and interesting to learn and we encourage our NIRS members to 

come out and join us.  Not surprisingly – we typically go for coffee afterward!  How could you beat that?? 

   

 

THE PROGRAMME NOVEMBER 2016  

Success with Rhododendron Cuttings 

 

When you want to propagate a certain rhododendron to create a copy of the original, 

taking cuttings is a very reliable method of propagation. Dennis will focus on the parent 

plant from which the cuttings come so that there is a greater success in getting the 

cuttings to root. Dennis takes care of all the propagation; seed and cutting.  He grows 

the plants from start to finish and really enjoys all of the new plant material that 

comes home with Steve (Hootman) from his trips. Dennis says: “It is always a great 

challenge to grow things that we have never before grown”. 

Dennis manages the Rutherford Conservatory at the RSBG (Rhododendron Species Botanic Garden) in Federal Way, 

Washington – a world class heated 4,000 sq. feet of greenhouse space which contains many exotic plants including 

Vireya and Maddenii rhododendrons. 

At the RSBG,  Dennis manages over 10,000 square feet of cold frame growing space, the Catalog Sales and shipping 

in Spring and Fall, with a great deal of help from the rest of our staff and a horde of volunteers. He maintains 

greenhouses and equipment and directs volunteers in transplanting, propagation and plant distribution activities. 

In his talk, Dennis will illustrate some of the variables in plant growth, culture and physiology which can be 

manipulated to our advantage. Dennis will show that paying attention to the details will pay off in the end.  
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UPCOMING PROGRAMMES 

Paul Wurz and Garth Wedemire 

 

November 8th, 2016 – Dennis Bottemiller 

Topic: "Success with Rhododendron Cuttings" 

December 13, 2006 - Christmas Party 

 

THE RHODO GARDEN 

Wolfgang Hoefgen 

After some weather related delays, 9 people came out Oct. 18th. We spent close to 2 hr. cleaning up 

-- some weeding and lots of raking of weeds with a promise from the horse chestnut overhead of 

many more to come.  We moved our beautiful Greig form of R. bureavii to a much-deserved spot in our 

BOVI bed. We also identified 2 large rhodos in the BOVI bed in need of less confining spots. This 

would be an excellent job for the muscle brigade in November or perhaps a little later in February. 

 

Many thanks to everybody for the help. 

 

Due to the Work Shop in Qualicum with Dennis Bottemiller our next workparty will be Nov. 18th  at 10am. 

 

 

 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

Lynn Gray and Patty Matthews 

Thank you very much to the members who provided those delicious goodies for our last meeting.  This month we're 

looking forward to goodies from Patty Matthews, Chris Aldred, Lily Vanderhorst and Corinne Innes. 

Please don't forget that although we don't charge for the coffee/tea/goodies, we do accept donations.  Last 

month we received just over $34.00 in the jar.  Thank you -- those dollars are much appreciated ! 

 

 

 



PO Box 3183, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N4 Vol 31 No 3  Nov 2016 

 

HYBRIDIZERS PART II 

Nadine Boudreau 

 

October’s presentation by Mr. Mike Stewart on early plant/rhododendron 

collectors was very interesting in not only the adventures these gentlemen 

embarked on, but the thousands of plants they discovered, brought back to 

their country, named and are now growing in our gardens today.  From these 

collections of species rhododendrons, some horticulturists saw qualities in 

different plants and set out to improve them by crossing species, producing 

hybrids.  This quest to improve on nature continues with todays 

hybridizers. 

We gardeners are benefitting from these hybridizers who are always 

trying to improve or produce a plant, whether it was to develop a hardier variety, one that was more 

resistant to disease or pest, a plant for the conditions of the area, plant size, density, leaf size and of 

course, flowers. 

Jim Barlup (above photo) is one of the finest hybridizers of the Pacific Northwest.  Living in Bellevue, 

Washington, Jim started hybridizing in 1975, at the time there was a lack of apricot/peachy orange 

coloured rhododendrons, so he started with that goal in mind.  His hybridizing grew not only for orange 

hues but for compact, hardy plants with various flower colors. 

Mr. Barlup and other hybridizers of the Pacific Northwest have been working together to inspire and 

teach upcoming hybridizers.  Meerkerk Gardens on Whidbey 

Island has test gardens of many of the local hybridizers. If 

you have the chance go for a visit you won’t be disappointed. 

Jim Barlup is also a talented photographer; you can view his 

Rhododendron photography collection on the internet, look 

up Jimbarlup/flickr.  With over 170 registered hybrids, it is 

quite possible you have one of his hybrids in your garden.   

Honey butter (see insert this page), Champagne Lace, Fire 

Rim, Windsong, and Plum Passion are ones that I have seen in 

many garden Centres. 
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A PHOTO ALBUM 

JIM BARLUP AND SOME OF OUR FAVOURITES 

 

 

CHAMPAGNE LACE 

The official flower of the 70th Annual ARS Convention 

    

                  Wild Ginger                                                    Plum Passion                                          Honey Butter 
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Fire Rim 

 

 

 

                       Windsong                                                                                    Cimmaron Sun 
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A BOOK REVIEW 

Noni Godfrey 

 

In Veronica’s Garden  
Author: Margaret Cadwaladr  

Publisher: Madrona Books & Publishing, 
 (NIRS Library #10-18) 

 

In Veronica's Garden is the true story of a garden and the larger 
than life personality of its creator Veronica Milner.  

The book traces the social history of the Milner Garden in 
Qualicum Beach. A lovely book, full of details about Veronica 
Milner, the creative force behind the garden; photos of people, 
gardens, and flowers of the many phases of her wide-ranging and 
interesting life. 

Born into the Edwardian British aristocracy, she was related to 
Winston Churchill and Diana, Princess of Wales. As a young bride 
she restored a castle garden in Ireland. When widowed after an 
unhappy marriage, she remarried Ray Milner, moved to Canada 
and transformed his “summer retreat” into a beautiful wild garden 
in the manner of Victorian garden writer William Robinson. 

The garden at Qualicum has always had visitors, some of them 
“the Royals” including Prince Charles and Lady Diana, and Queen 
Elizabeth and Prince Philip. 

There are descriptions of many of the plants in the garden, as well as of the forest surrounding it. Once you 
leave the highway and walk into the forest, you notice the silence - (in Fall. I expect the trees are full of birds in 
summer). The whole property is so peaceful, even with busy volunteers and students from Malaspina College 
digging, weeding, and discussing plants with visitors. 

Descriptions of Veronica’s family give an idea of how some people lived in the Victorian and Edwardian ages. 
Imagine “Like other aristocratic children in the Edwardian age, Veronica saw little of her parents. They were 
distant entities and servants were central to her life. As was the custom in upper-class families of the time, 
uniformed nannies and nursemaids raised her and her siblings, two brothers and a sister, in the top floor of 
the house”. 

What a contrast to living in a Vancouver Island forest in the 20th Century!  

Malaspina University-College was gifted the garden in 1996. 

 

Madrona Books & Publishing, 

P.O. Box 578, 

Qualicum Beach, B.C. V9K 1T1 

 

 

 



PO Box 3183, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N4 Vol 31 No 3  Nov 2016 

A PERFECT COMPANION 

Jill Gould 

 

 

Red-Flowering Currant 

(Ribes sanguineum) 

 

What a lovely shrub.  Red-Flowering Currant is native to the Pacific Coast and common in the Comox Valley.  It was 

“discovered” during the 1800’s by Archibald Menzies.  In 1827, botanist David Douglas sent seeds to England.  It 

took Great Britain and Europe by storm, and much hybridizing and improvement was done.  As with many things, 

familiarity bred contempt:  Nurseries sell the hybrids and “named varieties” back to us, while we have it popping up 

in the woods and fields where we ignore it.  It remains a popular, desirable garden plant. 

 

There are several native currant species, but Red-Flowering Currant is the 

most beautiful.  The five-lobed leaves have the typical “currant” spicy 

odour, and blue-black berries appear in fall.  The berries are edible but 

insipid and are not considered a food source.  Birds will consume them.     

 

This deciduous shrub looks insignificant until spring flowering time, when 

the bright pink racemes, 1 -3 inches long, appear even before the crinkly 

leaves unfold.  Flowering may commence as early as March with blooms 

remaining for up to a month.  Hummingbirds are attracted by the colour.  In choice locations or in a garden, the 

shrub will grow to over six feet.  It responds well to pruning, and can be shaped to enhance flowering.  Red-

Flowering Currant prefers well-drained, even sandy soil, in a sunny location.  It is not a fussy plant, but in shade it 

can become leggy and the flowers a paler colour. 

 

Propagation is fairly easy; there are several options.  Seeds can be collected once the berries are ripe.  They 

require 3 months of stratification over winter.  Hardwood cuttings can be taken in the fall; they root readily in 

sand.  The shrub also responds well to layering. 

 

Red-Flowering Currant is a great choice for a native plant garden or as a companion to your rhododendrons.  


