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6th October 2015 -- Executive meeting
This month's meeting will be held at the home of members Judi
Murakami and Dale Patterson 565 19th St, Courtenay. The
meeting will start at 10 a.m.

*****
13th October 2015 -- Regular meeting
One of our favourite homegrown speakers, Bernie Guyader, will
deliver a presentation called "Dwarf Rhododendrons" Come early
and get a good seat because Bernie is not only an expert on the
genus rhododendron but a very popular speaker.

*****
Rhodo in the Banner
Can you identify the "rhodo in the banner"? See the back page of
this newsletter for further pictures and a clue for those who need it.

The North Island Rhododendron Society meets at 7:30 p.m. the
second Tuesday of each month (except May through August) at
the United Church in Comox.
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EDUCATIONAL CORNER by Nadine Boudreau
The September Educational presented by Bernie Guyader on pH levels in soil and how to use our pH meter was as
anticipated, both informative and fun.
Bernie explained what the pH scale is. Brian Staton was the smart one in the room when Bernie asked the members if
we knew what the abbreviation pH stood for. “Potenz Hydrogen” (potenz means ‘the potential to be’). The scale
measures the activity of hydrogen ions in a solution-here the solution being soil. The pH scale is from 1 to 14, 7 being
neutral, below 7 is acidic above 7 is alkaline.
Why is knowing the pH level of your soil important? Well Rhododendrons grow best in soils with an acidic pH level of
between 4.5 and 6. At this pH level, the plant roots can absorb the necessary nutrients for good health. Your basic
Nitrogen, Phosphorous, and potassium, but also the minerals and trace elements such as copper, magnesium, iron and
manganese that make your plants strong both in structure and in its ability to ward off disease and even insects.
So now that we know why it’s important to know our pH levels we need to test our soil. A pH meter available to our
members is used to find your levels in your garden. The probe is inserted into the soil which is moist, and compact. The
meter will read in just a few seconds. Clean off probe, rub with special paper supplied to neutralize, and reinsert in
other area. It is good to test a few spots in each bed to get a proper reading/average. The range in your garden and
yard can vary a few levels depending on amendments you have added; Bernie noted his lawn was more acidic than his
Rhododendron beds most likely due to the bark he had used to mulch his garden.
Now that you have a reading and if you need to adjust your pH level: To lower pH levels if your soil is too alkaline add a
source of acidity. Aluminum sulphate at a rate of 1.5 lbs per 100 sq. feet will lower pH level 1 point. Adding organic
matter such as shredded leaves can also acidify soil, but takes longer to break down and accuracy unknown, but is a
good general practice for maintenance.
To raise pH levels add alkaline material such as lime. There is calcitic limestone and dolomitic limestone. Dolomitic lime
also has magnesium. To raise pH one point add approximately 6 lbs. per 100 square feet. Fine grind limestone will work
faster. Apply in fall for best results. Now remember different soil types will need more or less materials to raise or
lower pH levels. Sandy soils will require less limestone to rise pH and clay soils will need more material. Bernie
recommended when using Aluminum sulphate to lower pH use 1/3 less for sandy soils and 12% more for clay soils.
Wood ashes also raises soil pH levels, again not with great accuracy, but good amendment if you have very acidic soils.
Be patient, and let the amendment work into soil. In the spring re-test to see where the soil pH level is. Always give 3 to
4 weeks for lime or sulphate to work into soil before fertilizing.
Whew, there you have it, a lesson learned, important to think about, especially when you see your rhodos not looking so
good, a starting point for sure for the uptake of nutrients that your plant could be lacking.
The fun thing I learned about the pH scale was the inventor of the pH scale developed it to determine the acid content
of his beer! Now, that is relating to science.
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pRESIDENT'S
nOTES
So there I was enjoying the summer -- my golf game was improving nicely, Claudia was keeping up with
the watering -- life was good. And then October came. Hold it! What happened to September? The winds
blew and the rains came down and the temperatures dropped. Looking out the window one morning all I
could see was helicopters -- thousands of them -- being blown about and covering the lawns, garden beds
and our huge driveway. It looked like a scene from a horror movie -- ok, ok, I told you I get easily carried away. But
truly, the yard looked like a disaster -- even more so than normal. There they were, literally thousands of maple seeds,
(which are actually called double samaras), just hanging around waiting to germinate. Too bad I don't belong to the
Maple Propagation Group. But I have to move on -- I have to pay attention to my therapist -- she told me to just think
good thoughts. Well, good thoughts, don't come any better than our first meeting of the season on Sep 8th. Our
programme co-ordinator, Paul Wurz, really outdid himself this time. Bob Zimmerman was such a delight -- humble, wellspoken, and knowledgeable about so many things including his specialty, species rhododendrons. He has a delightful
sense-of- humour and has lived a very exciting and productive life with the pictures to prove it. The crowd was pumped
for the opening meeting and looked excited and eager to get back to where we left off in June. As always, when I walked
in, I was amazed. Every member had set about doing what needed to be done. The chairs and tables were in place. We
had greeters, manned sign-in tables, a separate membership table and the projector, computer and sound system were
being set-up. The tea and coffee were being brewed and an assortment of enticing tidbits were already calling my name.
And then the meeting happened -- and a happening it was. The Executive has been working hard on trying to abbreviate
the business section in order to leave more time for the raffles and draws, shopping at the Ways and Means and Revenue
tables and, most importantly , the guest speaker. Personally, I thought, it went very well but there's always a little room
for improvement. The good thing to me is, that it didn't seemed forced -- there was still lots of laughter and even room
for Dick to send the President a not-so-subtle hint of how he feels about it all. We love you Dick! It was a wonderful first
meeting and I have no reason to believe that the second meeting won't be just as good. Bernie Guyader is a homegrown
authority on rhododendrons and the subject of his presentation, "Dwarf Rhododendrons" is really a look into the future of
growing rhodos in the urban garden.
The month of September is my favourite month of the year hands down -- no matter what the weather does. It's the start
of the end and a time for planning what comes next. Most of the big events within the NIRS seem to happen starting
around April, May, but the planning has already started or will be shortly. Like most things in life, success or failure
depends, largely, on the planning process. We need help from our membership -- not only for the day of the event -- but
now -- to get involved in the events from day one. One opportunity that is just crying out to you is Co-ordinator of the
Mother's Day Garden Tour. Thanks to the team from last year, Nadine and Margaret, a binder full of help is waiting for
you, as well as from them personally. Literally, half the gardens have been lined up for you. Thinking about it? Nervous
about taking on something you think you can't handle? Talk to Margaret and Nadine -- they've been there-- they know
the answer to every question you might have. I honestly cannot wait to see which one of you (or maybe two or three)
will step up and out of that comfort zone and become part of our planning teams.
Thanks everyone and hope to see you at church on Oct 13th.
Jake
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NIRS Treasurer's Report
for October 2015
Claudia Ellis

Book Balance @ Aug.31, 2015

$7,065.04

Income:
W&M (Sept. Sales)......................................................$168.00
Rev. Table (Sept. Sales)...............................................$102.90
Membership Dues (25 reg.).........................................$875.00
Social Donations.......................................................... $ 36.30
$1,182.20
Expenses:
Magazine Renewals...............................................................$160.16
Office supplies, Work party Coffees, Social Supplies............ .$ 70.40
Travel (Dist 1 Presidents Mtg.)...............................................$122.00
Hall Rental (Sept.-Dec.)..........................................................$280.00
Membership (supplies)...........................................................$ 47.50
Historian (supplies).................................................................$ 34.87
Publicity (tour)........................................................................$113.93
Program (Sept. Honorarium and paid for his supper).............$280.00
Linkstate Solution (Web Hosting)...........................................$100.00
Social Budget........................................................................... $ 74.30
Social Supplies (needed before meeting).................................$ 25.71
$1,308.87
Book Balance @ Sept.20,2015

$6,938.37

* (Balance includes CVRG fund-$120.28)

PO Box 3183, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N4

Vol 30 No 2

Oct 2015

COMMITTEE REPORTS
In order to cut some time from the business section of our meetings and make that time available to the Speaker of the evening, we are
including the following information from the NIRS Committees. Your feedback on every one of our programmes is encouraged and each idea
will be thoughtfully considered.

MEMBERSHIP

There will also be door prize of a Rhododendron
which will be “Taurus”.
It's a 6 footer, good to -21 degrees C. It's vigorous
& full in shape. Globular trusses are made up of
glowing red, campanulate flowers with black speckling.

Jill Gould

In September we renewed 23 memberships, welcoming
back Bernice Morrison; and garnered two new
memberships. Kailey and Nathalie Caldwell-Waluk, and
Stephanie and Eric Cartwright have joined us.
At the October meeting my—ahem—clerical assistant
and I will be once more accepting membership renewals
for 2016: cash or cheque for $35.00. If you wish you
can renew by mailing your cheque to NIRS at P.O. Box
3183, Courtenay, BC V9N 5N4.
Two people have requested name tags, so I will order
these in October. If anyone else is interested, please
see me at the meeting or e-mail me at
jillgnews@gmail.com. Ten dollars for a pin and
fourteen for a magnetic clip. Last call!

We also have our “ Greer's Guidebooks” for sale @
$25
“The Public Gardens of Vancouver Island” by Ian
E.Efford. $25
Plant tags @ $12 a box
Fundamentals for Growing Rhododendrons @ $3,
great for beginners.
Lovely bags @ $14 in a variety of colours, very handy
for shopping, meetings & travel.
Not to forget our truly coveted bumper stickers “ I
Brake for Rhododendrons”. Only 2 left!!
Hope to see you all at the meeting!

"TAURUS"

WAYS AND MEANS
Lois Clyde
Our Raffle Rhodos this month are Hotei & R.
recurvoides.
“Hotei” a 3 footer, growth habit is compact. It's a
terrific canary yellow & set in a ball shaped truss.
Blooms in May. Good to -15 degrees C.

"HOTEI"

The 2nd one is “R. recurvoides”. It's a 2 footer, good
to -21 degrees C, blooms early May. It's small &
compact, foliage long, narrow & pointed with
indumentum. Funnel shaped flowers are white or
white blushed rose, spotted crimson in a compact
truss.
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R. recurvoides

Vol 30 No 2

Oct 2015

REVENUE TABLE

THE PROGRAMME

Fran Thornton

Our speaker on Oct 13th is one of our own, Mr.
Bernie Guyader, loved by all and plantsman

Thank you to those who continue to support the

extraordinaire.

NIRS by donating plants, etc. to the Revenue Table.

Bernie's topic for the night is about the growing of

And thanks, of course to those members who

the smaller varieties of rhododendrons -- the do's

purchase those items. 100% of those profits go
toward to the expenses incurred in the running of the
NIRS. If we could just ask the donors to tag and

and don'ts, the why's and why not's -- varieties to
choose or maybe not.

price the plants beforehand it would be extremely
helpful. And please don't forget the "buckets". Dave

BERNIE'S BIO

Godfrey collects those buckets from a local business
and personally cleans them. Who could possibly not
use another bucket or maybe two?
And please don't forget that no sales will be made at
the Revenue Table until the break. Fran and Ann just
need a little time to set up properly prior to the
meeting.

PROPAGATION GROUP
report by Jake
At our last General Meeting I explained a little bit
about the Propagation Group. I explained that it was
an informal group which gathers whenever and talks
about whatever -- mostly the techniques involved in
propagating rhododendrons by seed, cuttings,
grafting or layering. They had a meeting at Paul
Wurz's place on Sep 17th to ensure they're ready to
go gathering cuttings on Oct 3rd. I know they're
totally hyped about their upcoming outing and I guess
they got so involved in the planning stage that nobody
thought of taking notes for the newsletter. So there

I worked for Harry Wright in his landscape maintenance
business and when he got interested in rhodos, I tagged
along. I discovered dwarf rhodos and thought they
would fit perfectly into my rock garden which I was
about to construct. After the North Island Chapter was
formed, I joined the Rhodo Club.
I was involved with moving the remaining Greig rhodos
from Royston to Filberg lodge. We then planned and
put in the Courtenay Rhodo garden. When Ucluelet
decided to honor George Fraser I donated, and helped
collect and deliver the rhodos to Ucluelet for their
George Fraser recognition.

you go. Anyone interested in joining this group is
more than welcome. Please bring pen and paper.
p.s. I missed the meeting due to not feeling well. More
importantly, Noni was absent, as well. (Noni had the pen).

I continue to be a member of NIRS and The CVHS.

*************

Po Box 3183, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N4

After retiring from the RCAF in 1977 and settling down
in Courtenay I decided to get serious about one of my
hobbies, gardening. My father-in-law was a member of
the Alpine Club of BC and after hiking in the local hills, I
thought I would like to get involved in alpines and rock
gardens. I joined the AGC and had access to their seed
exchange and was able to grow some of these plants. I
started a small nursery where I was able to produce
enough plants to sell at plant sales and also to the
Horticultural Center of the Pacific. I also joined the
Scottish Rock Garden Club, who also had a great seed
exchange. When a group of Nursery people thought we
should have a garden club, I was approached to be on
the executive, I was elected President and the Comox
Valley Horticultural Society was formed.

Vol 30 No 2

Oct 2015

UPCOMING PROGRAMMES

Please don't forget that although we don't charge
for the coffee/tea/goodies we do accept donations.

Paul Wurz

Some chapters have increased their membership fees
due to the falling Canadian dollar and these donations

Nov 10......Barb and Brian Staton "Gardens Featured

will hopefully allow us to avoid that possibility.

in the Sidney Convention.
Dec 8........NIRS Annual Christmas Party

SHOW AND TELL
This is such an important and fun part of our

THE RHODO GARDEN

programme -- the opportunity for our members to
bring a flower, foliage or other parts of a plant they

Wolfgang Hoefgen

have growing in the garden (or maybe their

Our last work party was on Sept 10th

neighbour's garden). We have been introduced to so

and what a day it was! Such a beautiful

many beautiful plants over the years and learned a

sunny day, 10 helpers full of enthusiasm

little about them during Show and Tell. As president,

and people walking by, always with a

I would love to see more of our

smile, and many expressing their love of this garden

members participate in this segment.

also. Then my mind wanders to the tasty goodies

It seems that only a few members

that the volunteers always bring. The taste lingers

take part yet I know that everyone

only in my memory. But I should mention the work

has a plant(s) in every season of the

part -- we spent most our time weeding and loosening

year that are of note. They don't

the mulch around the rhodos in order to allow the

have to be the most remarkable plant ever. Maybe

upcoming rains to easily soak in. We also did some

they're showing interesting foliage, or berries, or

selective pruning around the windows of the Chamber

twig colour, or whatever. We'd like to see and hear

of Commerce in order to allow the staff to enjoy

and learn about your plants. Since this is the

their fantastic waterfront view. Now, back to the

Rhododendron Society, a rhodo would be nice but any

goodies. While we enjoyed a coffee and treats we

companion plant or any particularly desirable plant

decided that we will have another work party on Oct

would be more than welcome. Please be prepared,

15th 9.a.m. I can't wait. See you there!

though, to tell us about it -- what's the plant's name
-- how big is it -- shade or sun, hardiness, etc. Pass it
around if possible -- we like to feel it, smell it and

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

just generally check it out. The picture inserted is of
a hybrid rhododendron "Olive" and really doesn't do

Judi Murakami

it justice. Perhaps Barb and Brian Staton will bring
an example to Show and Tell or maybe they'll invite

Thanks to everyone who brought goodies to our last

us to all drive by when it's in bloom -- very early

meeting. Delicious! And now just a short reminder to
those who have generously volunteered to provide the
treats on Oct 13th. Ron Cameron, Bernice Morrison,
Michele Spender, Dorothy Law and Stephanie
Cartwright.
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bloomer (February?) I had the opportunity to see it
in full bloom a couple of years ago and it was amazing.
It would be appreciated, when you bring a plant, if
you could let the President or Secretary know that
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you have something for Show and Tell so we know who
to call on.
The Show and Tell segment has become almost
synonymous with The Comedy Hour minute, so if you
want to compete with Dick and build your
presentation around a comedy routine - Bring it On!
Learning while having fun really is what it's all about.

*************

“On the Web”
Webmaster Dave Godfrey
The few days of late summer rain recently was not
only a relief to our gardens, but it also afforded me

BBQ Planter

an opportunity to finish publishing the long awaited
photo galleries to our NIRS website. Both the

Jill Gould

‘Members’ Gardens - 2015” and the “Garden Tour 2015” galleries are now available for your viewing

Instead of sending your defunct barbecue to the

pleasure. As well, recent photos at the last CVRG

dump, you can re-purpose it.

work party (courtesy of Diana Scott) and the CVRG

Take everything off the barbecue: grills, tubing,

gallery have been added to those respective galleries.

burners, lid, tank. These parts you can recycle

A reminder that, once a gallery thumbnail photo has

elsewhere. You will be left with a cart with a metal

been opened by double clicking, you can view the

“bowl” on it. Note that there are holes in the bottom

photos at your own pace by manually clicking on the

where the gas tubes come in. These act as drainage.

forward and backward (‘next’ or ‘previous’) buttons,

Line the bowl with landscape fabric, which makes

or as a slide show (with 6 second viewing intervals) by

emptying soil at summer’s end easy. Fill with your

clicking on “start slideshow” at the bottom left. Be

favourite potting soil mix or whatever. Plant to your

sure to also click “stop slideshow” if you wish to

heart’s content with your favourite annuals or herbs.

return to manual mode or before closing the gallery.

Because most carts have wheels, you can push the

Garth Wedemire and I have been discussing a variety

cart around to wherever you want to display flowers.

of options regarding changing the structure of our
website, in order to add more features and to make it
more user friendly for mobile devices (iPads, iPods,

Good for patios! You can push it under cover in the
winter for storage.

iPhones, etc.) Some of these changes will be

So, okay, you may not plant your rhodos in this, but

implemented in the coming months and I will keep you

it’s a great recycling tip.

appraised of our progress.
In the meantime, I hope you continue to enjoy the
website with all the information and photographs that
it has to offer.
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Interim Editors note: Looks great Jill. In my part of Black
Creek, though, we're more inclined to use bathtubs and
toilets.
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WEBSITE REVIEWS

THE RHODO IN THE BANNER

For our newer members , and others who haven't
thought of it for awhile, our club, the North Island
Rhododendron Society (NIRS) is a chapter of the
American Rhododendron Society (ARS). The ARS is
made up of chapters across the USA, Canada, Denmark,
Finland, Holland, Scotland, Sweden and Sikkim. The ARS
is divided up into districts and, appropriately enough,
we belong to District 1. There are 7 Western Canadian
chapters in this district. Victoria RS, Cowichan Valley RS,
Nanaimo RS, Mount Arrowsmith RS, North Island RS and
two on the lower mainland -- Vancouver RS and Fraser
South RS.

Win "The Garth" -- a fun contest to determine your ability to
identify rhododendrons. While the real Garth wouldn't need any
help, feel free to use the clues and whatever other source you have
available. (Just don't phone Garth).

Each of these chapters has its own website and all are
well worth checking on a regular basis. Thanks to Dave
Godfrey and Garth Wedemire we have a wonderful site
full of information and links to the outer world. Of
course, I would urge you to start with the NIRS site, but
as you move on, I would like to direct you to the
Vancouver Rhododendron Society's website. It has a
couple of exceptional features that make it my choice
as "A SITE TO SEE".

All entrants e-mailed to jakeellis@shaw.ca with the correct answer
will be entered in a draw which will take place at the next meeting.
PRIZE! PRIZE! PRIZE!

The Clues
1. The first cultivated rhododendron of record in the
western world.
2. Described by Linnaeus in 1753 and given the
species epithet meaning "hairy"

First, they have a note in a box on the home page that
advises you that most of their meetings are video
recorded and direct you how to get to those
presentations. Under "Program" they have all their
presentations and those that were recorded are
marked with a "camera" icon. Hit the icon and kick back
and listen to the Speaker and watch the video. Imagine
if we could do that with our last presentation by Mr.
Zimmerman.
VRS also has a segment which is much like our own
Show and Tell. However, this is 20 minutes with
Douglas Justice of The UBC Botanical Garden. I
watched one recently and it is really worthwhile. Mr.
Justice brought in a bucket of cuttings from UBC and
went through them individually -- showed the botanical
names and described them in detail. The segment is
called UBC Garden Bouquet. Just hit the square on the
right side of the home page and scroll down. There are
2 recorded sessions available as I write this.
PO Box 3183, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N4
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Shopping on-line?
LATE BREAKING NEWS

Shopping at Amazon.ca/Amazon.org ?

LATE BREAKING NEWS
RHODO RESCUE

As long as you go to Amazon via the ARSStore.org
a portion of your payment will be donated to the
ARS.

Tell your friends & relatives. They don't need to
be members of the ARS.
tip: visit the NIRS website (nirs.rhodos.ca) and
look for the link to ARSStore.org

Recently, it was reported by our WebMaster Dave, that
we had received a call regarding a rhodo in imminent
danger. A resident of Comox had a beautiful, but
unwanted rhodo in his backyard. If this plant could not
be relocated in a hurry then it's safety could not be
guaranteed. What to do?!
Well, we put out an urgent call to our RHODO RESCUE
UNIT which was just recently formed. Wolfgang and his
crack team sprung into action and within a day or two
this fortunate rhodo (only known as Jane Doe at this
time) had found a new home in the CVRG.
Thank you very much CVRRU -- Wolfgang, Barb and
Brian Staton and Jill Gould and her husband Dave.

$$$$$ Every dollar helps $$$$$

A JOB WELL DONE!

THAT'S ALL FOLKS!
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