President
Diana Scott ...................338-0208

Vice-President
Dave Crucq ..................941-1957

Past President:
Harry Wright.................338-8345

Secretary
Pauline Thompson ........339-3423

Treasurer

The executive meeting will be held at the home of Louise
and Roger Casson: 2345 Suffolk Cres. Crown Isle
Subdivision. Directions: Along Lerwick turn onto Idiens
then turn right on Suffolk Crescent.

Dave Godfrey ...............335-0717

Director: Ways & Means

Nadine Boudreau ..........339-0909

Director: Membership

Brian Staton ..................337-5228

Director: Publicity
Chris Aldred .................335-3221

Director: Newsletter/Library
Noni Godfrey ................335-0717
....................... nonigod@shaw.ca

Social Committee:
Marleen Crucq ..............941-1957

Revenue Table Committee:
Louise Casson ...............334-2331

Sunshine Lady:

Pauline Bonney .............339-7594
The club meets at 7:30 p.m
the second Tuesday of each month
(except May through August)
United Church in Comox.

Dany Fortin was introduced in detail
in our February newsletter’s ‘Member
Profile’. As mentioned, Dany and
wife, Jamie, have travelled extensively
throughout Europe, South America
and the Far East. Last year they
completed another tour of China and
Taiwan and took many wonderful
photos. As our speaker for the meeting on April 13th, Dany
will present a slide presentation ‘Botanical Beauties of China
& Taiwan’ providing a description of the many plants they
photographed on their most recent trip.
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…by Diana Scott

Spring had an early start this year and our major fundraising
activities are just around the corner! As we plan for both
our Rhodo Sale and Show and Annual Mother’s Day Garden
Tour, we will be looking for our usual contingent of
VOLUNTEERS. In addition to our regular helpers, this is a
great opportunity for some of our newer members to get
involved, and we encourage you all to step forward!

…by Dave Godfrey
Another full house with over 50 members and guests present
for our meeting on March 9th to enjoy District Director Ron
Knight’s program on “Digital Photography in the Garden”.
Ron’s educational presentation provided information on

We need many volunteers to help out at our Rhodo Sale
and Show on Sunday, May 2nd which takes place from
about 9am til 1:30 for our members. Most folks will have
specific jobs such as helping to organize our NIRS table of
member-donated plants, working in the cashier area tagging
plants and assisting the cashiers, greeting the buyers and
facilitating the flow of traffic, participating in the Truss Show
area organizing the trusses and sharing NIRS information,
assisting patrons by wheeling plants out to buyers’ vehicles,
and working in the kitchen making sure the volunteers have
access to tea, coffee and goodies. Everyone helps out with
setup and takedown, and with general ‘help’. At the end of
the day we have been invited once again to put up our feet
at the now annual ‘Morrison Bunwich’ celebration! This is a
wonderful opportunity to relax with a glass of wine, reflect
on the day's event and simply socialize.

digital camera settings and their capabilities, as well as

The Annual NIRS Mother’s Day Garden Tour will take place
on Sunday May 9th, taking ticket holders to 6 gardens on
Seaview Road in Black Creek as well as the Scott garden here
on Eagles Drive. Tour goers are also invited to admire the
show at the Comox Valley Rhododendron Garden by the
Air Park in Courtenay.

Boudreau as winner of the

As in the past, there will be two members required at each
garden from 9:45 am to 1 pm, and from 1 pm to 4 pm to
greet the visitors and check their tickets. We need 28 people
to attend to the gardens, so I encourage you to find a friend
to join you. Volunteers get to spend half the day greeting
visitors, and the other half touring the gardens with a
complementary ticket. A great way to spend the day!
For both these events there will be signup sheets at the April
meeting, however anyone able to help is asked to contact
me ASAP at 250-338-0208 or diascott@telus.net . These
are the two major fund raisers of the year for our Chapter
and the support of many members will be needed to once
again make them a success!
I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at the upcoming
meeting as we admire far-flung gardens vicariously through
Dany and Jamie’s travels!
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getting the best from all your garden shots. As Ron suggested,
members should read the manual that came with their
camera and get to know its capabilities. One point that Ron
made was to “turn OFF your digital zoom!” as this can distort
the images. Whether taking close ups of blooms or broad
garden landscape shots, Ron’s presentation showed the best
methods for getting the right photos. From the questions and
comments, this program was well received by members and
guests alike.
After

Ron’s

presentation

concluded, draws were made
for the raffle and door prize.
Congratulations to Nadine
rhododendron

“Hachman’s

Marlis” provided by Harry
Wright, and to Chris Aldred
winner of the door prize
book

“Gardener’s

Gifts”

donated by Nadine.
The following evening, the
Godfrey’s and the Wright’s
traveled to the MARS chapter meeting in Qualicum to hear
Ron’s

presentation

on

“Dwarf

Rhododendrons.”

This

interesting and informative program may be available to our
chapter at a future meeting.
Twenty-six members have signed up and paid for the garden

tour trip to Powell River on Thursday, May 27th, 2010. Spaces
are filling fast, so be sure to contact Brian Staton soon if you
wish to join the group for this exciting trip.
On Saturday, March 13th, eight members attended a grafting
workshop held at Haida Gold Gardens. This workshop
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provided an information demonstration and hands-on
practice of the proper techniques for grafting rhododendrons
or any similar plants. All came away with a bandaged plant
and Amie with a bandaged hand. Although a sharp knife is
recommended for making clean cuts, you have to be careful
that is all that gets cut!
Now that spring is here, members are busy pruning, splitting,
and potting up plants, and are asked to keep our revenue
table and May sale in mind for a few donations. We always
appreciate your support for these fundraising opportunities.
For those members interested, we still have a small supply of
half gallon pots available. Please contact me by phone or
email and I can arrange to get them to you.
Once again, Diana is arranging helpers for various positions
at the plant sale, as well as sitters for our Mother’s Day
garden tour. Most members lend a hand at the sale, even for
just an hour or so setting up. So please advise Diana of your
availability to help with our two big fund raiser events of the
year.
Plans are well underway for the 10th anniversary of
Ucluelet’s ‘George Fraser Day & Heritage Fair’ on the May
22nd long weekend. This event commemorates the work of
local pioneer plantsman and rhododendron hybridizer
George Fraser. Details of the event can be found in this
newsletter. Any members planning to attend should book

Once again on a Saturday morning in the middle of March,
several rhodophiles gathered at Harry Wright’s garden shed
with another assortment of potted ‘sacrificial rhodos’ in
hand. The wood stove was again warmed up and the table
was covered with pieces of dowel, knives and special grafting
rubber bands. Some of us felt like we were having déjà vu.
Harry, true to form, wouldn’t let us touch the real thing, until
we practiced grafting that darned broomstick together. So we
matched up the angled edges, no cambiun layer in sight, and
attempted to wrap a strip of rubber band around the join
without getting our fingers or thumbs secured to the graft.
After demonstrating to Harry that we could perform this
simple task, we moved on to our own awaiting rhodos that
were to become the hosts to our new grafts.
A quick trip to the house to hunt down some band aids for a
quick repair on a human graft! Poor Amy found out she had
too many thumbs when it comes to cutting with a knife.
We were all well on our way to grafting our perfect little
scions on to our own rootstocks. A few of us decided to graft
on two or three different scions onto the same
rhododendron. Only time will tell how that plays out. Without
further ado, here is a reprint of the grafting terms and
techniques that Pauline Thompson so kindly provided after
last year’s grafting session.

As our speaker for the April meeting, Dany Fortin will be

Lesson: Do you want a plant that retains flowers from the
rootstock and the new graft? If so, then you might want to
think about complementary colours, timing of the blooms
and multiple grafts. If the rootstock will not be encouraged to
grow, then a plant with a single branch and new graft may be
the answer. Find a rootstock that is similar to the plant you
are grafting onto it in terms of characteristics such as
sensitivity to sunlight and cold.

giving a tour of “Botanical Beauties of China and Taiwan”

G RA FT IN G

accommodations soon as they fill up fast. For those members
unable to attend, but wish to donate plants or other gardenrelated items to the committee for their silent auction or
draws, please contact myself or Noni and we can arrange
delivery on your behalf.

from their recent trip to the Far East. See you there, and don’t
forget to wear your name tag to receive an extra raffle ticket!

•

•
•

N.I.R.S. April 2010

TE RM S

Scion - the portion of the cultivar that is to be
propagated. It consists of a piece of shoot with dormant
buds that will produce the stem and branches.
Rootstock, or stock - provides the new plant’s root
system and sometimes the lower part of the stem.
Cambium - a layer of cells located just under the bark of
a stem from which new bark and wood cells originate.
These cells are called meristematic tissue and are capable
of dividing and producing new tissue.
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G RA FT I N G
•

•
•

SUPPLIES

Grafting tape – Used to secure the two pieces together. Harry had strips of a rubber band material that will hold the graft for up
to a year before it disintegrates. A sticky ‘grafting tape’ is available through garden centres but duct tape or electrical tape is
often substituted.
Sharp knife – Used to make the cuts. Make sure it is very sharp and sterilize the blade with alcohol.
Labels, notebook, pens – Make a note of the name of the rootstock, the name of the scion and the date that the graft was
made.

Scion – new plant – cut the
bottom off with buds above

P R O C E D U RE

Rootstock – cut the branch
top off at the same angle

• Select a scion about 3 to 5” in length that has the same diameter as the branch onto which it will be
grafted.
• Identify and label the rootstock and the plant that you will use for the graft. Choose a scion from a
plant that will match the rootstock in size at maturity and other characteristics.
• Cut the scion and rootstock so that the angles are the same and place them together so that the cambium layers are moist and
in contact.
• Bind the two pieces together with a special grafting rubber banding, grafting tape or duct tape if you prefer.
• Keep a plastic bag over the plant and keep it out of the sun to keep the graft from drying out. If you are grafting to a plant in the
garden, protect the graft from the sun and secure a plastic bag over the joint.
• Four conditions must be met for grafting to be successful: the scion and rootstock must be compatible; each must be at the
proper physiological stage; the cambial layers of the scion and stock must meet; and the graft union must be kept moist until
the wound has healed.
W H A T C A N G O W RO N G ?
•
•

Graft doesn’t take. – Either the rootstock or the scion dried out. The union may not have been securely wrapped. The two
pieces may not have been the same size and the cambium layers may not have intersected.
Fingers are grafted to the rootstock. – You need more practice and may have to forfeit your NIRS membership card.

Thanks once again to Harry and Gwen for their hospitality and patience.
Book Recommendation
The Plant Propagator’s Bible by Miranda Smith Published by Rodale Inc., Emmaus PA. 2007
ISBN -13:978-1-59486-448-3
A very useful book that describes tools and techniques with beautiful photographs and step-by-step illustrations that will guide you
to propagating every plant in your garden. The book starts from seed and progresses through 7 kinds of plant division, scoring and
scaling bulbs, 6 methods of layering, 12 types of cuttings, 10 grafting techniques and seed collection. Each technique includes a good
description of the method, a check list, appropriate plants and a handy ‘what can go wrong’ section all laid out on two adjacent
pages. At the back of the book, the author has provided a plant directory with techniques for propagating aquatics, ornamental
plants, houseplants, shrubs, trees, vegetables and wildflowers.

The multi-grafted

Harry’s words of wisdom

N.I.R.S. April 2010

Hard at work
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by Harry Wright
Most of my days start with 10 trips around our property, and 45 minutes later I am ready for
a few hours work in the garden. During my walks I have time to enjoy the plants that call our
garden their home. The reason these plants catch my attention is because of the way they
are dressed, in foliage. Of the foliage they wear, many are similar and many more are so very
different.
Visitors to the garden, most during April and May, are only interested in the flowers and
seem to miss the real beauty in the plant. Some of the Rhodos have really attractive foliage all
summer long. R campanulatum var aeruginosum has great indumentum on the underside of
the leaf, and the top side is a striking soft blue all summer. R tsariense has beautiful
indumentum on the new leaves.
Indumentum is a growth of fine soft hairs which appear like cobwebs or as firm as felt, in
shades of light or dark brown or grey, white or yellow in colour. Leaves can also have scales,
that are very tiny openings which, like indumentum, help to control the loss of moisture
during hot weather. Scales and indumentum are usually on the underside of the leaves, but
can be on either side.
As plants with indumentum get larger and closer to the eye, they become more attractive. I
have a 10 ft, ‘Sir Charles Lemon’ that is difficult to walk past when the rising or setting sun
passes.
From a distance, it can be the shape of the leaves that catches the eye. R ‘Olympic Lady’ and
‘Temple Belle’ are two plants that have rounded leaves. R obiculare is a species with rounded
leaves, as does R williamsianum. These two rhodos are the parents of R ‘Temple Belle’. R
williamsianum is also one of the parents of R ‘Olympic Lady’. As the story goes, good parents
make a difference.
Another attractive leaf shape is displayed by R roxieanum var oreonastes, oblong to
lanceolate which means long and narrow. R yakushimanum and its hybrids are extremely
attractive with light coloured new foliage that always reminds me of small rabbit ears.
Size can make a difference. The little species R radicans has leaves 1/2” long, while R
sinogrande leaves can grow to 30” in length. As for colour, the rhodo that tops the list during
the winter months is R. ‘P J M’. In the fall the small rounded leaves turn to a beautiful
mahogany colour which last until after blooming.
So many people when buying Rhododendrons are only concerned with the colour of the flower
that really only lasts 2 to 3 weeks. In my mind, it makes more sense to get a plant that has
attractive foliage, since that is what you are going to be looking at for the rest of the year. If
you have a good looking plant and not impressed with the flowers, pick the buds off, buy
balloons of your choice, and hang them for two weeks. Then enjoy your plant for the rest of
the year.
I have been working with Rhododendrons for over 40 years and now appreciate the plants
more each year because of the varied selection of foliage; its texture, colour, and shape.
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Each year we make a selection from our Proven Performer list
and send it to the ARS ROY Committee. This year we will
make the selection at our April meeting from the following:
•

By Terry Richmond (MARS)
Observing deer foraging in their natural mountainous
habitat is a wonderful experience but witnessing them
feeding throughout your garden is not nearly so
exhilarating. My program for repelling deer involves the
application of a product called “Watkins Medicated
Ointment” which has been marketed for decades to help
alleviate stiff, sore and painful muscles. It contains 5.3%
camphor, 2.8% menthol, paraffin and petrolatum. Deer
absolutely abhor its odour.

•
•
•

Elepidote rhododendrons – Anah Kruschke; Mrs.
Furnival; Jean Marie de Montague
Lepidote rhododendrons - Biskra; Patty Bee; Egret
Deciduous azaleas – Irene Koster; R. luteum; Oxydol
Evergreen azaleas – White Rosebud; Blue Danube;
Purple Splendor

A reminder that interested members can find pictures of these
Proven Performers through a link on our website's Photo
Gallery page. Be prepared at the April meeting to vote on the
plant that you feel best meets the criteria!

The procedure is as follows:
1.

Cut an absorbent material (brown, green or
grey denim) into 1” X 8” strips or longer.

2.

Run the strips across the Watkins Medicated
Ointment coating both sides. (I hold the strip
with my left and pull with my right hand)

3.

Tie the coated strips on lattice fencing, poles,
stakes or plant material on approximately 6”
centers. (Strip center to center distances may
require adjustment due to garden design,
plant material and deer density.)

Storing the ointment in a refrigerator when not in use
reduces the mess and wasted ointment. A thin covering is
all that is required. One application per growing season is
generally all that is required as the paraffin and petrolatum
in the ointment repels rain. Sunlight softens the ointment
covering spots in the strip you may have missed and
amplifies the odour. Watkins Medicated Ointment is
available through a system of local dealers. Deer will hate
you!!

Don’t forget ladies….Goodies for April Meeting:
Barb Staton, Isabel Petch, Linda Billings, Amie Anderson.

Ken Cox speaking April 7 at SRS Meeting
Ken Cox has agreed to speak at the Seattle Rhododendron
Society meeting on April 7, 2010. We don't know the topic
yet since he is actually just visiting friends on Bainbridge
Island and Steve Hootman at RSFBG asked if he would give
us one night. We have reserved the NHS Hall at the Center
for Urban Horticulture. We would like to invite the BC
chapters and anyone else in driving distance who would like
to meet him and hear him speak.
The meeting is at 7 PM Wednesday April 7, 2010
FMI Jeff Bell-President Seattle Rhododendron Society
206-363-1417

Milner Gardens 9th Annual Spring Plant Sale

…by Diana Scott
Garth Wedemire’s article last month did a wonderful job of
explaining and highlighting the ARS Rhododendron of the
Year awards. As indicated, the purpose of the ROY awards is
to educate the public about the wide range of rhododendrons
that can be grown successfully in people's gardens. To be
selected for a ROY award a plant must:
• have excellent foliage and flowers
• have an attractive growth habit
• prove itself hardy for the specific region
• be pest and disease resistant
N.I.R.S. April 2010

On April 17th and 18th admission is by donation for the 9th
Annual Spring Plant Sale from 10 am to 4 pm. Revive your
garden with a large selection of plants propagated from
Milner's heritage garden. Master gardeners will help answer
your plant questions or choose the right plant. Outdoor
refreshments are available and the Tea Room will be open
from 10 am to 4 pm serving soup, scones and tea.
Sorry, Rhododendrons will not be available for sale until
April 29th, the start of Rhododendron Days. Members only
early plant sale access is Friday April 16th from 5 to 7pm.
Please show your membership card.
FMI 250-752-6153 www.milnergardens.org

Page 6 of 9

"Fruity News from Christine Aldred"

Some of you have heard me extol the virtues of my wonderful
plum tree at my home on Kilmarnock Drive. You may even
have purchased some of the fruit or Jam from the
Opportunity table... well, since I have been away from my
garden for the best part of two years, I thought the tree
deserved a professional pruning... bless its little heart.
I used Eco Island Landscapes, and what a great job! Shane
came on time, discussed what he would do, and... well... just
got on with it. I have to say I was very pleased with the
result, and I'm sure my plums will thank him in the long run,
anyway.
So, if any of you (like me) are getting a bit too long in the
tooth to climb up into your trees, Shane is a certified
Arborist, and has a BSc. in Biology. I can recommend him for
sure. You can look him up at www.cvecolandscaping.com
Shane is also deep into organic garden care.
So look forward to the fall with more jam coming to the
opportunity table.

10th Annual George Fraser Day & Heritage Fair
10:30 am to 4:00 pm Saturday, May 22, 2010
Ucluelet Community Centre
500 Matterson Drive, Ucluelet BC
Morning activities include: Welcome address and
dedication of George Fraser Room in new community
centre, awards presentations and bench unveiling. Guided
bus tours of parks, gardens and heritage sites also
available.
Afternoon - Heritage Fair with historical displays, live
fiddle music, Power Point presentation, silent auction,
door prizes, plant sales and raffle draws.
Evening - Dance with Live Music by ‘Celtic Chaos’
(Scottish Ceilidh Performance) 9pm-1am (19+yrs venue)
Tickets: $10 Advance/$15 at the door with all dance
proceeds supporting Ucluelet’s future Aquarium and
Museum
FMI and advance ticket purchases please contact Wanda
McAvoy - wmcavoy@ucluelet.ca 250-726-7772 Ext 225

…by Dave Godfrey
Back in our February newsletter, I introduced you to the
new rhododendron database web site “hirsutum.info” from
Holland. Webmaster Herman van Ree has been very busy
over the past few months adding information and the
hundreds of photos sent to him for inclusion in the
database.
The Hirsutum Project was started in June of 2009, and has
already amassed photos of nearly 3000 hybrids and over
1850 species from around the world. The goal of the
Hirsutum Project is to collect as much information and as
many photos as possible concerning rhododendron species,
hybrids, azaleas, Vireyas and azaleodendrons. Almost one
third (8 out of 26) of the photo contributors so far are
from Canada. We know there are many more potential
contributors out there and we encourage you to participate.
With this website and database, we get an overview of the
spread of rhododendrons worldwide. This website and the
data that it contains may help to ‘find’ cultivars previously
thought to be extinct. The database also affords an
opportunity to identify or correct information previously
submitted by others.
North Island members are encouraged to visit the website
www.hirsutum.info where you can set up your own virtual
garden in the “Your garden” section. After adding names of
rhododendrons from your own garden, they will be linked
to info and photos from contributors around the world.

Paul and Lynn Wurz of Hidden
Acres Nursery in Campbell River
are offering a 10% discount to all
NIRS members. They are the
newest merchants to offer our
members the gardening discount.
The full list of merchants offering
discounts is printed on the back of
your NIRS membership card. The
full list is also occasionally printed
in the newsletter.
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People have many fears as they go through life, not
counting taxes or meeting your in-laws for the first time,
and some of these fears are well known and documented.
There is the common fear of heights (Acrophobia), the fear
of flying (Aviophobia) or the fear of confined spaces
(Claustrophobia). And in the garden many have a fear, or
dislike for, spiders (Arachnophobia) and snakes
(Ophidiophobia).
But did you know there are also some lesser-known phobias
in a garden? There is the fear of dirt, Rupophobia, or the fear
of decaying matter (compost) known as Seplophobia and a
fear of worms, Scolecophobia. Something that is surely
incomprehensible to many gardeners is Botanophobia – the
fear of plants, or Lachanophobia – the fear of vegetables!
But surely there can’t be anyone afraid of rhododendrons?
No? But there are some people who suffer from
Anthophobia which is the fear of flowers; the most famous
being Elizabeth the First of England who had a particular
fear of roses.
For a list of other common or not so common fears, check
out Wikipedia at
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_phobias
Oh, let’s not forget Hippopotomonstrosesqippedaliophobia
– the fear of long words!

Filling:
1 tin sweet & condensed milk
250 gram cream cheese
¾ C lemon juice
1½ Tbsp. Grated lemon rind
1 Tbsp grated orange rind
1 C whipped cream
Combine first 5 ingredients, mix well & allow to stand
until thickened, about 15 mins. Fold into whipped
cream. Place mixture in cooled crust. Sprinkle with
reserved crumb mixture & chopped walnuts before
serving. Serves 8-10

Dorothy’s Danish Brunch Puff

(Dorothy Law…reprinted by special request)
1st Layer
½ C margarine
1 C All Purpose Flour
2 Tbsp water
Puffs:
½ C margarine
1 C water
1 tsp Almond extract 1 C All Purpose Flour
3 eggs
In large bowl cut ½ C marg into 1 C flour. Sprinkle on
2 Tbsp water, mix with fork and gather into ball.
Form dough into 2 rectangles 12 x 3” each, set aside.
(I use parchment paper or ungreased baking sheet)
In pan bring ½ C marg and 1 C water to full boil,
remove from heat. Quickly stir in almond extract and
1 C flour, over low heat beat mixture vigorously until
it forms a ball and leaves the sides of the pan (1 min).
Remove from heat.
Beat in eggs all at once. Until smooth and glossy (1
min or so). Spread mixture evenly over each pastry
strip (½ on each)
Bake at 3500F for 1 hour until top is crisp and golden.

Lemon Cream Torte (Lois Clyde)

Crumb Crust:

6 Tbsp Butter or marg.
2 C graham wafer crumbs
1 tsp nutmeg
½ tsp cinnamon
Melt butter & mix all ingredients together. Press
mixture firmly into greased 10” spring form pan. Save
a little mix to decorate top (optional). Bake in
moderate oven -3500F for 10 mins. Allow to cool.
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Glaze: (Cool puffs slightly then glaze.)
Combine 2 Tbsp margarine, 1½ C icing sugar, 1½ tsp
vanilla and 1 to 2 Tbsp warm water until mixture is
smooth and of good spreading consistency. Glaze
puffs and sprinkle with toasted slivered almonds. Can
be served warm.
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North Island Rhododendron Society’s

Rhododendron
SALE AND SHOW
SUNDAY – 2nd May 2010
10 a.m. until 1 p.m.
Komox Band Hall
3320 Comox Road (Dyke Road)
Great selection of Rhododendrons
direct from our growers.
Other companion plants also for sale!

View our Rhodo Truss Show
Free Admission - Free Raffle Draw - Free Parking

